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Die hoofbesprekingspunt hierdie jaar was ongetwyfeld 
die roofdier vraagstuk.  Die  verlies wat die ongediertes 
veroorsaak, word geraam op 1.8  biljoen stuks kleinvee  
wat aansienlik hoër is as die verlies deur veediefstal. 
Verliese van 30% van die aanteel is algemeen.

The main point of discussion this year was the problem 
animal question. The loss caused by problem animals is 
estimated at 1,8 billion head of small stock which is much 
higher than the fi gures given by stocktheft department. 
Losses of 30% of progeny is common. 

Die jammerte is dat diegene wat nie hulle lewe uit boerdery 
maak nie , die grootste voorskrifte het.   Aktiviste wil ons, 
die rooivleis produsente in n swak lig by die verbruiker 
stel.  Die Skaapvleisbemarkings forum is egter besig om 
die beeld van die rooivleiprodusente by die vernaamste 
ketting winkels nl Pick&Pay, Spar, Woolworths,  Shoprite/
Checkers reg te stel.   Dit is egter n feit dat die rooijakkals 
en die rooikat nie bedreigde spesies is nie, maar die 
voortbestaan van die kleinvee boer word wel bedreig.
     
The Sheep/Meat Marketing Forum also asked BFAP 
(Bureau for Food and Agricultural policy) to develop 
various scenarios for the 2010 FIFA Soccer World cup 
and highlight the possible impacts of these scenarios on 
the red meat industry in South Africa.

Even if the current economic crisis dampens some 

of the demand, there is a high probability that all the 
available tickets will be sold.

300 000 – 500 000 international visitors are expected 
to range from 10 – 20 days with attendance estimated at 
around 3.5 games per soccer spectator.

The two most prominent key uncertainties for the 2010 
SWC are:

The composition/mix of foreign visitors, based 1. 
on their country of origin. This will determine the 
consumption habits, specifi cally meat preferences.

2.  The length of stay of the visitors and the amount of 
visitors will determine the total number of overnight 
stays.  

With the highest number of overnight stays total meat 
consumption will increase by 2636 tons and with the 
lowest number of overnight stays total meat consumption 
will increase by 760 tons.

The nett effect on the red meat industry is relatively 
small in terms of absolute shifts of consumption patterns.  
Under the best case scenario (scenario 1) 875 tons of 
additional beef and 67 tons of additional lamb will be 
consumed and under the worst case scenario (scenario 
4) 164 tons of additional beef and 23 tons of additional 
lamb will be consumed.

The estimated overall meat consumption for visitors 
will be approximately 250g pp/day.

Die jaar 2009 is weereens nie n baie gunstige  boerdery jaar nie. Die wêreld resessie het deurgespoel 
tot op plaaslike vlak en die algemene produsent se kontant vloei is onder druk en word weerspieël 
in die pryse wat behaal word op veilings en selfs die rooivleis pryse het nie vanjaar sy normale 
styging hierdie tyd van die jaar gehandhaaf nie.

The year 2009 was once again not a favourable year for farming. The world recession washed over 
to local level and the cash fl ow of general producers is under severe pressure.  This is refl ected in 
the prices fetched at sales and even red meat prices never showed the normal price increase.

Presidentsverslag
President’s report

2009
Gideon Vivier
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The largest impact will be on the high valued fresh 
cuts for the hospitality industry (restaurants and overnight 
stays). To maximize the positive impact of the 2010, the 
red meat industry must have the:

Right product•	
Required product•	
Correct volume•	
For a very specific period•	
At the correct location•	

The RPO investigated the impact of the Namibian  Small  
Stock Marketing scheme on South African Markets.
Export of live sheep declined dramatically from 
July 2004 – May 2008 with 84%. Over the same 
timeframe, slaughtering at the export abattoir increased 
substantially.

Export control measures typically place an economic 
wedge between international and domestic prices and 
domestic prices are pushed below international prices.  
This translates into a decline in producer surplus due to 
lower domestic prices.   

The overall impact is increased localized price 
volatility in the market  where the surplus was artificially 
created that can result in significant losses to South African 
farmers,  marketing their animals during such period.

Results shows that the 2 markets are integrated and 
the shocks to Namibian lamb prices have a significant 
impact on South African lamb price whereas this is not 
true the other way round. It also has a negative impact on 
the South African Market.

Die veilings het n afname getoon wat  in lyn is met die 
finansiële toestand en Wêreld wye resessie. Die uitermate 
hoë pryse van die afgelope paar jaar het nuwe vraagstukke 
na die ras gebring.

In enige  bedryf is dit goed dat die mark stabiliseer, 
selfs die eiendoms mark het nodig gehad om ‘n rustiger 
groei te ervaar na die weghol prysstygings van die 
afgelope dekade.  Volledige statistieke oor veilings sal in 
die Rasdirekteur se verslag gedoen word.

Die genootskap het ‘n mylpaal behaal deur die hou 
van die eerste Nasionale veldram veiling.  Hierdie veiling 
val eintlik in die volgende finansiele jaar maar ek sal graag 
‘n paar woorde daaroor wil sê. Dit is seker die veiling 
wat die meeste vooraf bespreking uitgelok het – positief 
en negatief. Die veiling het ‘n reuse opkoms gehad. Die 
omset was R557800 en 100 ramme is verkoop vir ‘n 
gemid van R5578 en daar is 19 ramme nie verkoop nie.  
Vir ‘n eerste veiling was dit ‘n redelike suksesvolle begin, 
gesien in die lig van die huidige ekonomiese klimaat.

Die mees insiggewende vir my was dat die diere wat 
goeie indekse gehad het, die beste pryse behaal het.

Die peestersiekte projek vorder baie stadig.  Daar is 
‘n nuwe meestersgraad student aangestel wat die huidige 
organismes wat ge-identifiseer is, beter gaan ondersoek.  
Die doel bly steeds om n entstof te probeer ontwikkel.

Die Brucella Ovis projek wat met baie teenkanting 
begin is, het nou die soete vrugte begin pluk. Die 
Nasionale Veldram projek het nie ‘n enkele dier gehad 
wat positief getoets het nie. Dit bewys dat hierdie projek 
‘n reuse sukses is.

Ons lede het ooitjies geskenk vir die navorsing in die 
ooiprojek, om die probleme by geboortes aan te spreek.  
Die ooitjies is reeds gepaar en sal gemonitor word in die 
geboorte proses om vas te stel wat die oorsaak is van die 
moeilike geboortes.  

Dr Piet van Zyl is in beheer van hierdie navorsings 
projek en is ook die afgelope 2 jaar betrokke by die 
meting van pelvisse, saam met die genootskap.

Vir die eerte keer is lewendige diere uitgevoer buite 
Afrika en wel na Maleisië.

Die Nampo uitstalling is vanjaar deur Overvaal 
behartig saam met Charlotte en Geoff. Dit blyk of minder 
mense vanjaar Nampo besoek het. Die Mega week by 
Bredasdorp is deur Weskaap hanteer. Die Mega week 
groei jaarliks en sal eersdaag die eweknie van Nampo in 
die Weskaap word. Dankie aan Dries Wiese en sy span 
vir hierdie promosie werk.

Dorper 21 is baie goed op dreef en daar is reeds 
23000  diere op die stelsel. Die getal lede op Dorper 21 
is 215 en is baie na aan die getal aktiewe telers. Ons kry 
gelukwense van alle rasse en van regoor die wêreld oor 
hierdie projek. Dit is jammer dat n klein groepe lede nie 
die positiewiteit van hierdie projek wil  deel nie. Dit sal 
beter wees om saam positiewe bydraes te lewer  om die 
stelsel meer vaartbelyn te maak, ipv om dit te probeer 
kelder.  

Die inspekteurs het weereens ‘n reuse taak verrig en 
die meeste inspeksie is weereens die Rodney Rayner 
gedoen met 33, Phil Rawlins - 23, Koenie Kotze - 16, 
Mauritz en Wilhelm - 14, Tien, Theuns, Hendrik - 11.

Ek kan met vertroue sê dat die Raad ‘n baie groot 
bydrae lewer tot die sukses van hierdie Genootskap.  
Die ure wat ingesit word tot die bevordering van die Ras 
word nie altyd waardeer nie. Ek dink aan die algemene 
verordenige wat herskryf moes word, wat baie nagte oor 
bykans 2 jaar laat verbygaan het. Dit is jammer dat soveel 
tyd gespandeer word aan persoonlike geskille waarby 
die Genootskap betrokke gemaak word. Hierdie tyd kan 
meer positief aangewend word om die Ras verder uit te 
bou.

Die Kantoor is nou weer op vol sterkte wat personeel 
en ‘n nuwe kantoor program betref.  

Ek het groot dank en waardering vir die getroue diens 
wat die personeel by die kantoor lewer.
Ek sluit af deur te sê “Wat in hierdie bedryf nodig is, is 
doelgerigtheid, tesame met ‘n organisaie wat hierdie 
doel lewend hou. Doelgerigtheid, volharding en 
beginselvastheid om in alle omstandighede aan te hou”.
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Tracking down 
tapeworms:
IS your livestock in poor condition?  Are the animals’ coats 
dull and do they look ill? Do the younger ones especially, 
show signs of digestive problems including constipation, 
mild diarrhea and dysentery?

IF so, it is possible that they are infested with 
tapeworms.  The tapeworm, a flat worm which lives in the 
animal’s intestines is a parasite (it lives off the animal as 
host).  It is a long ribbon -like body with many segments 
and a small head.

In general, these worms are not dangerous and most 
infestations do not cause clinical signs, but eventually they 
cost you money. They prevent your stock from being in 
top condition, which means that you don’t get maximum 
meat and wool production and consequently you don’t 
get maximum profit out of your animals.

TAPEWORMS are found on most farms where livestock 
are kept.  The first indication a farmer will have of an 
infested animal is the rice-like proglottides (segments) in 
the animal’s feces.

There are different species (types) of tapeworms.  Each 
species usually has a scientific as well as a popular name 
for example, Thysaniezia giardi,  is the scientific name for 
the tapeworm which is generally known as the uneven 
tapeworm or (“kartel lintwurm”).
Let’s take a closer look at each species:

Moniezia spp or milk tapeworm (melk lintwurm)•	
 Two species of milk tapeworm (Moniezia expansa and 

Moniezia benedi) occur in South Africa. M Expansa 
occurs predominantly in lambs and kids while M 
benedi occurs mainly in calves. As with other tapeworm 
species, Moniezia is found throughout South Africa.   
Within the animal itself, the tapeworm is attached to 
the small intestine.   In both these species of Moniezia, 
the intermediate host (see lifecycle below) is the 
oribatid mite.

Thysaniezia giardi or unenven tapeworm (kartel–•	
wurm)

 This species of tapeworm affects older sheep and 
cattle in particular.  It is found attached to the wall of 
the small intestine and has both the orbatid mite and 
psocides as intermediate hosts. Both Moniezia and 
Thysaniezia are broad tapeworms. They look similar 
and can only be differentiated under the microscope, 
by looking at the shape of the eggs contained in the 
proglottides ( segments).

Avitellina spp or narrow tapeworm (“smal •	
lintwurm”)

 This tapeworm species affects sheep, cattle and goats.   
It is found attached to the wall of the small intestine.   
The intermediate host is unknown but a mite species 
may be implicated. This tapeworm species is much 
thinner than the milk tapeworm and the segments are 
not as prominent.  Therefore, it is very difficult to see 
with the naked eye whether or not an animal is infested 
with Avitellina.

Lifecycle:
The lifecycle of these three kinds of tapeworm is termed 
an indirect lifecycle; that is, for the lifecycle to occur there 
needs to be an intermediate host. In these tapeworms, the 
intermediate host is a mite. The final host (calf, lamb or 
kid) passes the proglottides (egg containing segments) in 
its feces. The eggs are then ingested by mites. Once in the 
mite the egg hatches and develops further.
When the final host ingest the mite, the tapeworm head 
(scolex) is released, attaching itself to the gut lining and 
begins to form proglottides. The tapeworm competes with 
the final host for food and this is why the animal shows 
signs of poor health when heavily infested. These signs 
will naturally be exacerbated by poor nutrition.

Treatment:
It takes about six weeks for the tapeworm to develop 
from ingestion of the mite to the stage where segments 
or proglottides are released in the feces.  Dosing before 
six weeks of age would therefore be unnecessary.   Under 
relatively good conditions for the worms, dosing every six 
weeks up to weaning will suffice.
Remember that certain anthelmitics (worm remedies) are 
only effective against certain kinds of tapeworm.  Hence 
identification of the tapeworm species will facilitate a 
more effective dosing program.
Oribatid mites, the intermediate hosts, live in tunnels in the 
layer of humus on the surface of the soil. Any disturbance 
(for example ploughing) of their habitat will destroy them. 
One will find the heaviest infestations of mites on the 
edges of pens and kraals, etc. where there is a little grass.  
As part of a tapeworm control program you should also 
attempt to control the mite population using mechanical 
means, for example ploughing were possible.

There are other species of  tapeworm which infect cattle 
and pigs and cause Measles (white nodules in the meat)   
These species are very dangerous to humans as well.

Precautions:
It is recommended that all persons who work on a regular 
basis with any stock should at least once a year take 
medications ( Vermox) against tape worm.
Also de-worm your pets regularly.
Always wash hands after working with animals or pets.
Use toilets – not the open veld and if it is necessary to do 
so, dig a little hole and bury the feces.
Follow a good dosing program for all your animals.
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Die moeilike ekonomiese tye wat ons tans beleef behoort ons 
ten minste te noop om ons teelt- en produksiestrategieë weer in 
oënskou te neem.   
Teel en produseer ons werklik wat die mark van ons verlang?
Maak daardie teelmateriaal wat ons verkoop of aankoop werklik 
‘n ekonomiese verskil in die produksieprosesse van ons kliënte 
en ons eie kuddes?
Meet of evalueer ons dit ooit in ons eie kuddes en in dié van 
ons kliënte?

The present difficult economical times we are experiencing should 
at least encourage us to take a serious look at our breeding and 
production strategies.
Do we really breed what the market demands?
Does the breeding material we sell or buy really make a difference 
in the production processes of our clients and our own flocks?
Do we measure or evaluate this in our own flocks or that of our 
clients?

Effektiwiteit mag dalk ‘n oormatig gebruikte term wees, maar 
dit dui nietemin ‘n aanloklike doel aan vir produsente en telers. 
Effektiewe produksie, in terme van re-produksie, melkproduksie, 
groei en voeromsetting, is die enigste wyses waarop ‘n produsent 
sy posisie en mededingendheid kan verbeter in ‘n mark waar daar 
steeds minder simpatie vir die lot van die veeboer is.  Al hierdie 
eienskappe het ‘n genetiese basis en kan, en moet, verbeter 
word deur konstante en volgehoue seleksie  deur ons telers ten 
einde ons kliënte gelukkig te hou.  Die uitvoering hiervan sal 
die posisie van ‘n teler, die ras en selfs die hele opreggeteelde 
kudde, oneindiglik versterk omdat ons slegs vooruit kan gaan tot 
die selfde mate as waarmee ons die behoeftes van ons kliënte, 
die kommersiële boere,  kan bepaal en bevredig.

Efficiency may be an  over-used term, but nevertheless it indicates 
a goal which beckons invitingly to all producers and breeders.  
Efficient production, in terms of reproduction, milk production, 
growth and feed conversion, is the only way in which a producer 
can strengthen his position and competitiveness in a market that 
is ever less sympathetic to the plight of the livestock farmer.  All 
these traits have a genetic basis and can, and must be, improved 
through constant and diligent selection in order for us breeders 
to keep our customers satisfied. The accomplishment of this 
would vastly strengthen the position of a breeder, a breed and 
even the whole purebred industry, as we will only prosper in the 
same degree as to which we can foresee and satisfy the needs of 
our clients, the commercial industry.

Dit verg beslis ‘n bietjie ekstra insette en moeite om ons 
teeltpogings van die verlede behoorlik te evalueer in die 
produksie-omgewing waar dit aangewend word – in ons eie 
kuddes asook in dié van ons kliënte – maar dit is ongelukkig 
een van die grootste faktore wat suksesvolle telers en blote 
vermeerderaars van mekaar onderskei.

It takes extra effort and input to evaluate our breeding efforts 
of the past properly in die production environment where it is 
applied- in our own flocks as well as those of ourclients. However, 
it is unfortunately one of the biggest factors which distinguish 
successful breeders from ordinary accumulators.

Charl Hunlun - S A Stud Book/ Stamboek
With thanks and acknowledgement to  SA Stud Breeder/ 
Met dank en erkenning aan  S A Stoetteler 

Sukses in die 
hande van 
ware telers
Success in the 
hands of 
true breeders
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VrouLady
Vir die Dorper

Nag en die sterre
Ons is te veel binnenshuis.  Selfs wanneer dit donker 
word, steek ons die lampe aan en sit binne die geslote  
ligkring om te lees wat ander binnenshuis mense 
geskryf het of ons gaan vinnig uit,  onder die straat se 
ligte om weer tussen ander mure te kom waar mense 
vergader  om te sien of te hoor wat ander gedoen het 
deur films, opvoerings of lesings. Miskien sit ons in die 
beskutting van die boomryke tuin sodat die grootsheid 
van die nag slegs ‘n koel briesie is. Die sterre word nie 
ooit juis deur ons gesien nie en so hou ons die heelal 
weg van ons siele.
Hierdie lewenswyse veroorsaak kleingeestigheid. In 
klein dorpies waar daar baie geskinder en bespiegel 
word, woon almal onder dakke, agter blinders en 
gordyne soos in ‘n lokval waar elke inwoner wag 
staan  teen die reputasie van die ander. Feitlik almal 
wat die Bybel geskryf het, het in platdak-huise 
gewoon en aan die einde van die dag na bo gegaan 
sodat die wentelende planete en die hemelruim
vol sterre vir hulle ou bekendes was. Dit was hier, 
onder die groot uitspaansel waar hulle rustig oor die 
mens en sy toekoms besin het.
In die moderne verwarring van verandering het ons 
blywende invloede nodig – die maan wat patrone op 
die pad en damme gooi, die glimmende weerkaatsing 
van die naglig oor die riviere, die geweide prag van 
die Melkweg, die standvastigheid van die Noorderster.  
Die  Nag behoort ons te bevry van die kleinlikhede 
van die dag se gebeure en ons harte op te hef na die 
dinge wat verhewe is bo ons menslike bestaan.

Vertaling uit “Woman’s Magazine van 1932.
Het daar baie in die lewe verander???

Night and the stars
We are too much indoors.  Even when night comes 
we turn up the lamp and sit within its excluding circle 
to read what other indoor
men have written, or we go out, hastily and under 
cover of the street lights, to get within other walls 
where folks are gathered
to see or hear something of others have done in films, 
plays and lectures.  Or we sit in a shaded garden 
with trees about, so that the vast encircling night is 
only coolness and a breeze.   The stars do not get 
much chance of being seen by us. Thus we keep the 
universe away from our souls.
Such living makes for pettiness of the spirit.  Where 
you find scandalizing, gossiping little villages, they 
always live under roofs and behind blinds and 
curtains as if in ambush, that each inhabitant might lie 
in wait against the reputation of the other.
Almost all those who wrote the Bible lived in flat-
roofed houses, and went up on the house-top when 
day was done so the wheeling planets and the whole 
host of the stars were their familiars.   It was in that 
light that they thought of man and his destiny.
In this modern confusion of change we need the 
eternal influences – the moon etching patterns on 
lake and roadway, the night gleaming of the rivers, 
the solemn beauty of the Milky Way, the steadfastness 
of the North star.   Night ought to free us from the 
littleness of the day’s doings and lift the heart to the 
things that are above our days…………….

This passage comes from a “Woman’s Magazine”  of 
1932. Has anything changed?



D
orpernuus 2010 D

orper N
ew

s

11

VrouLady
Vir die Dorper

In the garden                 
Strickland Gillilan 1932

With pruning shears I wandered, one sweet day,
Among the shrubs my garden close that graced,
I cut this worthless branch and that away
Where bloom-bent bough too thickly interlaced.

Betimes I set my shear-blades on a stalk-
Lifeless and brittle as ‘t would ever be-
Disfiguring the snowdrops by the walk.
Where passing garden critics all might see.

But ere the severing stroke my hand had made,
I saw a sight – it had escaped before-
That gave quick pause to my unfeeling blade
And added to my wisdom’s petty store:

A tendril from a clematis had twined
All trustfully about that bare, dead thing.
For its dear sake the twig was not consigned
Unto the rubbish heap beside the swing.

I think God, pruning in earth’s garden fair;
Withholds the knife full oft because He sees
A snow-white love clings to a dead branch there-
He aye takes thought for all such loves as these!

Wat is ‘n Ma?
Ma’s is baje mooi
Hille kleer hille gesigte in
Ma’s lees vir mens stories
Ma’s kan goet sien
As jy klaar gebat het sien hille dis nog vyl agter jou 
ore.
As jy stout is sien hulle deer ‘n mier en vra 
Wat jy nou alweer doen.
Hille maak groente vir kos
En ons kry lekker poeding as ons allis opeet.
Ma’s moet baje slim wees
Want ons jivrouens gee vir ons hyswerk dan doen 
ons Ma’s dit.
Ma’s vat kinners skooltoe en soen hille voor anner 
kinners en Tanies.  Ma’s is altyd laat en sê kinners 
moet gou maak.
As jy siek is pas Ma’s jou op.
Ma’s het baje gelt vir tamatiesous, pienatbater, seep 
en tannepasta, kofie
En pap maar net biekie gelt vir swiets.
Ma’s sê altyd hille het nie gelt nie maar dan koop 
hille ‘n trolie vol goeters.
Ma’s hou van winkels waar mens net ‘n papierkie 
teken want 
Dan hoef jy nie te petaal nie.
Ma’s sê altyd hille is vet as hille ou kleere aantrek
Niewe kleere pas net reg dan is hulle maar.
Ma’s is virsigtig.
Hille sê altyt pasop vir die karre
En slyt die deere.
Hille is bang vir krieke en muise
En jaag die hond van die bet af.
Ma’s is baje vliks.  
Hulle praat lank op die foon, lees boek en kyk
Dys of de laaivs op tiewie.
Dan maak hulle vinnig kos voorlat Pa’s kom.
Ma’s gaan hemil toe want hille bit baje
En ken allis van liewe Hiesis.
Ek is baje lief vir ma’s……..

Wat is ‘n Pa?                                  
(deur die oê van ‘n kind)

Pa’s werk baje hart en het papier gelt
Pa’s hou baie van teevee kyk op Saterdag
Pa’s wil slaap op Sondag
Pa’s maak braaivlys vir kos.
Pa’s is sterk en sê hulle is baas….

Pa’s het visstokke, grawe an baje anner goeters in 
die graatsh
En hill vee nie uit of stof af nie.
Pa’s lees as hille kamerverlaat.
Pa’s hou van tannies wat nie gelt het vir kleere nie
En wat net kostjums dra.
Pa’s gee hart pak as ma so sê
Pa’s gaan op vikansie en vat ma’s en kinners
Altyt saam.
Hille krap hille gesigte skoon want dit wort
Vol hare as hulle slaap!
Pa’s werk altyt as kinners iets wil doen,
En het baje werk vir kinners.
Ma’s het ook baje werk vir pa’s.
Pa’s is kwaai mar hille is bang vir ma’s
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           09 September 2009

W
at ‘n aand, Samic en die borge het alles uitgehaal om 
hierdie ‘n glans geleentheid te maak. Vleis- produsente, 
agente, abattoirs, Rooivleis Produsente Organisasie 
ens, ens was almal daar, selfs die SABC TV span was 
daar. Die doel was om erkenning te gee aan uitstaande 
produsente van rooivleis, hetsy Bees, Bok, Skaap of 
vark.

Vir produsente om na hierdie geleentheid genooi te word moes hulle kwalifiseer 
in die top 5 in die land, dws die gemiddelde hoogste punt vir ‘n enkel karkas of 
vir ‘n groep van drie karkasse hê, in slaglam kompetisies wat dwarsoor Suid-Afrika 
aangebied is.  Die kompetisie is in twee afdelings beslis een vir kommersiële boere 
en een vir opkomende boere.    

Vir kommersiële boere het Mnr J van Druten die enkel karkas kompetisie 
gewen met die Vermeulen broers in die tweede plek. Die derde plek is gedeel 
tussen Mnr W.P. Theron, Lateganskuil boerdery en Mnr F.A. Vermeulen.

Die kommersiële groep van drie karkasse is deur Mnr F.A. Vermeulen gewen, 
met Mnr J.M. Connan tweede, in die derde plek was Mnr P.J.A Vos, terwyl Mnr E.E 
Hugo vierde en Vermeulen Broers vyfde was.

Vir die opkomende boere het Mnr J.A. Mouton die enkel karkas kompetisie 
gewen, met Mnr D.C. Walter tweede en Mnr B. Coetzee derde. Die groep van drie 
karkasse is gewen deur Mnr D. Waters, met Mnr J.J. Smith Jnr tweede en Mnr A.J. 
Mouton derde.

As rooivleis produsente is ons trots op hulle, maar as Dorper boere en telers 
is ons gevul met dankbaarheid en trots. Trots omdat al hierdie wen karkasse 
DORPERS is en was, trots op ‘n ras wat op die veld, die winkelrak en op die 
verbruiker se tafel ‘n ware kampioen is. Die oorwinning gaan veel verder, die 
eerste ander skaapras het op die negende plek in gekom. Maar dit vul ons ook met 
enorme dankbaarheid teenoor ons voorgangers wat vir ons hierdie ras nagelaat 
het. As ek by name dankie sê dan is dit nie my bedoeling om enige voorganger en 
teler te minag as ek nie sy naam noem nie, maar daar was beslis ‘n Mnr Edmeads, 
‘n oom Hennie de Smidt, ‘n Mnr Graham Rous, wat opgevolg is deur ‘n volgende 
geslag wat die ras met onderskeiding gedien het ek dink sommer aan oom Albert 
en Albie van Niekerk, Koen de Beer, Ernest Connan en tientalle ander wat hierdie 
ras en genootskap gedien en gebou het. Ons salueer u en u nalatenskap vandag, 
dit is vir ons so mooi en so goed. Ek wens Mnr Edmeads en oom Hennie kon daar 
wees om te sien hoe die surplus karkasse as gevolg van swak kwaliteit tot die wen 
karkasse van vandag ontwikkel het. Ons is dankbaar vir julle visie, deursettings 
vermoë en liefde vir die saak wat ons vandag boere van wen karkasse gemaak het.   
Ons hoop en bede is dat ons só sal boer met julle nalatenskap dat julle trots sal 
wees op ons, ons integriteit, ons liefde vir die ras en dat ons, soos julle, nooit groter 
as die ras sal word nie. Ons begeer om vir ons kinders en hulle kinders dieselfde 
kwaliteit ras en bedryf na te laat wat ons van julle gekry het.

As telers teenwoordig was ons die aand so trots, want die Dorpertelersgenootskap 
van Suid Afrika was die enigste genootskap tussen al die Bees-, Bok-, Skaap- en 
varkrasse wat vir hul wenners kwaliteit pryse en sertifikate gegee het. Ek wil 
die President gelukwens, nie net het die Dorper uitgestaan nie, maar ook ons 
genootskap. Dankie vir u, die Rasdirekteur en die Raad se toewyding om ons ras 
en boere op so aand te dien en aan te spoor. Ek glo elke kommersiële Dorper boer 
het die genootskap se betrokkenheid by die ras en sy boere gesien en waardeer.   
As telers weet ons vandag ons het ‘n wen span agter ons, ‘n “wenperd” onder ons 
en ‘n wen toekoms voor ons.  Sa
M
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ag Deur: Charl Saunderson
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Nageslagtoetsing van tweetand-Merinoramme in 
Nieu-Seeland het getoon dat daar betekenisvolle 
verskille in die dekprestasie en oorlewing van hulle 
nageslag is.  Die variasie tussen die individuele ramme 
in die getal lammers gespeen per ooi gepaar was 48 
tot 103 %.  Sommige ramme teel ook ooinageslag wat 
vrugbaarder is.  Volgens Tabel 1 het die ooinageslag 
van Ram 82070 oor vier produksiejare ‘n hoër 
speenpersentasie (96 % vs. 69 %) en ook gemiddeld 38 
% meer kg lam per ooi per jaar geproduseer as dié van 
Ram 82315. Die verskil in inkomste uit die lammers 
van die ooinageslag tussen die twee ramme was dus 
R110.05 per ooi per jaar. Dit illustreer weereens net die 
belangrike rol wat die teelram speel om die inkomste 
uit skaapboerdery te verhoog en beklemtoon die 

Teelramme het ‘n dramatiese invloed op die 
reproduksietempo van ‘n ooikudde. Om ‘n 
hoë lampersentasie te verseker, moet ‘n ram 
nie net vrugbaar wees nie, maar hy moet in 

staat wees om ‘n ooi soveel as moontlik kere gedurende 
haar hitteperiode te dek. Om dit te bewerkstellig, moet 
ramme oor ‘n baie hoë geslagsdrang (libido) beskik 
asook oor groot testes om voldoende spermselle te 
produseer, dekbehendig en topfi ks wees en nie te veel 
ooie moet aan ‘n ram toegeken word nie.

Die “Ramfaktor”

Die “Ramfaktor” kan beskou word as die ram se 
invloed op besetting en tweelinggeboortes. Hoe meer 
kere ‘n ram ‘n ooi gedurende haar hittesiklus dek, hoe 
beter is die kans om haar beset te kry en die kans vir 
meerlinggeboortes verhoog dramaties.  Op Elsenburg 
het Vosloo (1967) gevind dat twee dekkings gedurende 
die ooi se hitteperiode die persentasie droë ooie met 
15% verlaag en die meerlingpersentasie met 7 % 
verhoog het. Die invloed van die aantal dekkings per 
hittesiklus op besetting en tweelinggeboortes kan soos 
volg geïllustreer word (Mattner & Braden, 1967):

Dr. Jasper Coetzee, Voermol Voere, Tel:  021 887 9559; 083 386 8382; jasperco@iafrica.com

Teelramme moet voor die aanvang van die paarseisoen ‘n volledige teel-

geskiktheidtoets ondergaan om te verseker dat hulle vrugbaar, vry van 

enige geslagsiektes asook dekbehendig is en ‘n hoë geslagsdrang het.  

Daarbenewens moet hulle optimale voeding ontvang om te verseker dat 

hulle in ‘n uitstekende kondisie is, maar nie oorvet nie, om testisgroei en 

spermproduksie te maksimeer, want ongeveer 125 tot 500 miljoen sperme 

is nodig vir elke suksesvolle bevrugting.

Voorbereiding van teelramme
vir ‘n suksesvolle
paarseisoen

 Aantal dekkings Besetting (%) Tweelinggeboortes (%)
 per hittesiklus
 1 50 17
 2 63 37
  3+ 91 54
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Invloed van hoogs vrugbare ramme op 
reproduksietempo

Die gebruik van hoogs vrugbare (HV) teelramme 
kan volgens Blockey (1985) ‘n wesentlike bydrae tot 
verhoogde reproduksie lewer.  In ‘n ondersoek na die 
prestasie van HV-ramme (d.i. vrugbare ramme met ‘n 
skrotumomtrek van meer as 30 cm en wat meer as 
vier suksesvolle dekkings in ‘n 20 minute dektoets 
uitgevoer het) en medium vrugbare (MV) teelramme 
(skrotumomtrek kleiner as 30 cm en minder as 3 
dekkings in dektoets) het verskeie verskille na vore 
gekom.  Die HV-ramme het 95 % van die bronstige 
ooie gedek, hierdie ooie is meer as drie keer gedek 
en 80 % van hierdie ooie het binne die eerste drie 
weke gelam teenoor die MV-ramme wat slegs 80 % 
van die bronstige ooie gedek het, hulle is slegs een- tot 
tweekeer gedek en slegs 60 % van hulle het die eerste 
drie weke gelam.  Die voordele ten gunste van die 
gebruik van HV-ramme is:

• tot 10 % meer volwasse ooie lam; ooie wat 
tweelinge baar, kan met 5 tot 20 % toeneem en 
ongeveer 5 % meer jongooie sal bevrug raak weens 
veelvoudige dekkings.

• Ooilammers van HV-ramme is vrugbaarder as dié 
van MV-ramme vermoedelik omdat hulle langer 
bronstig bly.

• Ramme met groot testes produseer ooilammers wat 
hulle teelseisoen vroeër begin en meer tweelinge 
produseer as ooilammers van ramme met klein 
testes.

• Die gebruik van HV-ramme is geneig om die 
toekomstige vrugbaarheid van ‘n kudde teen ‘n 
hoër tempo te verhoog as die gebruik van tweelingooie.

Die voordele van die gebruik van ‘n hoogs 
vrugbare ram blyk ook uit die rekords van die Terra 
Vino-Dohnemerinostoet van die Universiteit van 
Stellenbosch.  ‘n Ram wat as ‘n HV-ram (6 dekkings 
in 20 minute dektoets en skrotumomtrek van 42 cm) 
geïdentifiseer is, is vir 35 dae met 46 ooie gepaar.  
Slegs een ooi het oorgeslaan, 44 ooie het binne 21 dae 

Ram Aantal Speen- Kilogram lam Laminkomste
nommer ooinageslag persentasie gespeen per per ooi
  (%) ooi per jaar per jaar
82070 13 96 25.9 R401.45
82150 13 75 19.8 R306.90
82315 17 69 18.8 R291.40
82332 8 81 21.2 R328.60

noodsaaklikheid dat produsente die “regte” (geneties 
meerderwaardige) ramme moet selekteer indien hulle 
die winsgewendheid van hulle kuddes verder wil 
verbeter. Haley en medewerkers (1990) is van mening 
dat die seleksie vir testisomtrek van waarde is omdat 
dit besetting en tweeling-geboortes in ooie verhoog.

Tabel 1: Die verskille in die reproduksietempo en 
laminkomste van die ooinageslag van vier ramme oor 
vier produksiejare (Olivier, 1999)

gelam met ‘n gemiddelde lampersentasie van 200% 
per ooie gelam.  Volgens prof. David Lindsay van 
Australië is die beste toets vir ‘n ram se vrugbaarheid 
die lampersentasie van die ooie waarmee hy gepaar 
is.

Voorbereiding van teelramme vir die paarseisoen

Produsente is dikwels bereid om aansienlike bedrae 
vir teelramme te betaal, maar is soms nie bereid 
om ‘n bietjie moeite te doen asook ‘n paar rand te 
spandeer om hierdie diere behoorlik voor te berei 
om maksimum reproduksietempo te verseker nie.  
Aangesien teelramme ‘n betreklike klein groepie diere 
verteenwoordig, is daar nie ‘n verskoning vir swak 
reproduksieprestasie wat voortspruit uit swak voeding 
en voorbereiding nie.  Aangesien die produksiesiklus 
van sperme sewe tot agt weke duur, moet die 
voorbereiding van teelramme minstens twee maande 
voor die paarseisoen ‘n aanvang neem (Henderson, 
1990).

(1) Twaalf weke voor die paarseisoen

Teelramme moet minstens drie maande voor die 
paarseisoen aangekoop word sodat hulle voldoende 
tyd het om by die nuwe omgewing te akklimatiseer.  
Teelramme moet van telers, wat dieselfde teeldoelwitte 
as die koper het, gekoop word en moet in toestande 
wat vergelykbaar is met dié waaronder hulle nageslag 
moet produseer en reproduseer, grootgemaak word.  
As teelwaardes, soos bereken met BLUP, beskikbaar 
is, ignoreer INDEKSE want teelwaardes verskaf meer 
akkurate inligting. BLUP is ‘n “TOOL,” en dit moet 
gebruik word, maar die res van die ram moenie 
misgekyk of die “syfers” moenie geïgnoreer word nie 
(Merinoplan, 2007).  Aangesien massa vleis en wol 
geproduseer per hektaar die belangrikste winsdrywer 
in skaapboerdery is, moet wanneer BLUP-teelwaardes 
beskikbaar is, die ramme geselekteer word wie se 
teelwaarde bogemiddeld vir TWW (totale massa 
lam gespeen) is.  Die teelwaardes vir al die ander 
eienskappe moet egter geeneen negatief wees nie, 
m.a.w. die eienskappe moet altyd in balans wees en 
daar moenie net vir een eienskap geselekteer word nie 
(Olivier, 2008).

Waar BLUP-teelwaardes nie beskikbaar is nie, 
selekteer teelramme op grond van hulle moeders 
se reproduksieprestasie (aantal lammers gespeen/
aantal lamkanse).  Gee dus voorkeur aan ramme 
gebore uit moeders wat meer lammers gespeen het 
as kere wat hulle lamkanse gehad het en verkieslik al 
hulle lammers suksesvol grootgemaak het.  Gee ook 
voorkeur aan tweelinggebore ramme met ‘n hoë libido 
(pers lieste) asook dié met groot testes.  Testisgrootte 
affekteer nie net die ram se eie vrugbaarheid nie, 
maar ook die van sy vroulike nageslag (Henderson, 
1990).  Navorsers van Skotland het gevind dat vroulike 
nageslag van ramme met groot testes vrugbaarder is as 
die afkomstig van ramme met klein testes (sogenaamde 
grootbalsindroom volgens Nieu-Seelanders) 
(Henderson, 1990).  Testisomtrek is positief gekorreleer 
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ramme, asook sommiges wat net op veld grootgemaak 
word, is dikwels skraal.  Hoewel die meeste van 
hierdie ramme vrugbaar is, het hulle testes dikwels nie 
optimaal ontwikkel vir maksimum spermproduksie 
(spermatogenese) nie.  Spermproduksie vind deur die 
jaar plaas, maar die volume en digtheid asook hulle 
geslagsdrang bereik ‘n laagtepunt in die nie-aktiewe 
geslagsseisoen (± Julie - Desember) (Henderson, 1990; 
Greig, 2007).  Dit is daarom veral gedurende hierdie 
tyd, maar ook gedurende die aktiewe geslagsseisoen 
(± Januarie - Junie) noodsaaklik dat ramme betyds 
prikkelvoeding ontvang en geoefen word voor die 
aanvang van die paarseisoen.  Om ‘n hoë lampersentasie 
te verseker, moet teelramme ‘n prikkelvoer gevoer word 
om hulle in ‘n uitstekende kondisie (kondisiepunt van 
3.5 tot 4:  Henderson, 1990;  Greig, 2007) te kry en 
om hulle testisgrootte te maksimeer sodat maksimum 
spermproduksie kan plaasvind (Croker, 1996).  
Ongeveer 20 miljoen sperme word daagliks per gram 
testis geproduseer (Henderson, 1990; Croker, 1996).  
Hoewel die testisgrootte tussen rasse varieer, behoort 
die testisomtrek volgens Greig (2007) van ramme, 
binne een maand voor die paarseisoen, die volgende 
te wees (tans is die minimum aanbevole testisomtrek 
35 cm):

 Ouderdom (maande) Testisomtrek (cm)
 6 - 8 26 - 34
 8 - 12 28 - 38
 12 - 18 30 - 40
 Ouer as 18 30 - 44

Proewe toon dat goeie voeding vir ‘n periode van 
twee maande die spermproduksie kan verdubbel.  Die 
voer van hoë vlakke van grane (bv. mielies, kleingrane 
of sjokoladegrane) moet vermy word omdat dit 
vrugbaarheid nadelig kan beïnvloed weens oormatige 
vetneerlegging in die skrotum, veral in die nek van die 
skrotum, wat hitte-uitruiling beperk.  Om testisgroei 
en spermproduksie te maksimeer, moet teelramme 
ekstra energie, maar veral ‘n baie hoë vlak van 
deurvloeiproteïen gevoer word, want dit bevorder die 
groei van die testes en die spermproduksie (Henderson, 
1990).  Volgens Vipond & Greig (2007) moet hierdie 

met spermproduksie en manlike hormoonproduksie 
asook met die ovulasietempo (aantal eiselle afgeskei), 
meerlinggeboortes en ouderdom van geslagsrypheid 
van hulle vroulike nageslag (Henderson, 1990; 
Kimberling & March, 1997).  Voorkeur moet ook 
gegee word aan ramme met ‘n “wakker,” lewendige 
en aggressiewe voorkoms.  Die oë moet veral helder, 
wakker en lewendig wees.  Sulke ramme en veral 
aggressiewe ramme is meer geneig om ‘n sterker 
geslagsdrang (libido) te hê en meer vrugbaar te wees 
as dié wat skugter en “slaperig” vertoon.  Die gebruik 
van eersgenoemde ramme sal tot hoër besetting en 
meer meerlinge aanleiding gee (Henderson, 1990).

Teelramme behoort ook drie maande voor die aanvang 
van die dekseisoen met Multimin(tm) (G1853:  bevat 
sink, mangaan en selenium) asook Vitamien A en E 
ingespuit te word om beide vrugbaarheid en weerstand 
teen siektes te maksimeer.  Die spoorelemente sink, 
mangaan en koper is noodsaaklik vir die produksie van 
goeie gehalte semen asook vir ‘n hoë geslagsdrang.  
Besetting verhoog indien ramme met selenium gespuit 
word (Vipond & Greig, 2007), want selenium is ‘n 
kritieke komponent van die stert van die spermatosoa.  
Koper moet net gespuit word indien ‘n kopertekort 
gediagnoseer is.  Sink en Vitamien A word benodig 
vir spermproduksie.  Ramme wat sink- en Vitamien 
A-tekorte het, het sagte testes (sagte balsindroom) 
en produseer swak gehalte semen (Wilson, 2003).  
Ramme benodig byvoorbeeld twee maal meer sink vir 
optimale spermproduksie as vir optimale spiergroei 
(Underwood & Suttle, 1999).

Die laaste Bloutonginspuiting (d.i. Bloutong C) moet 
verkieslik nie korter as 12 weke voor die paarseisoen 
gespuit word nie.  Indien dit nie moontlik is nie moet 
die reeks (d.i. Bloutong A, B en C) na die paarseisoen, 
minstens drie weke uitmekaar gespuit word.  Om 
die moontlike verspreiding van wurmweerstand deur 
aangekoopte teelramme te voorkom, moet hierdie ramme 
aanvanklik onder kwarantyn gehou en gedoseer word 
volgens die voorskrifte wat op www.landbou.com in 
die artikels: “Holistiese bestuur van interne parasiete 
by skape en bokke” en “Kwarantyn en behandeling” 
gegee word.

(2) Agt weke voor die 
paarseisoen

Dit is eenvoudig nie net die 
deponering van die semen in 
die geslagskanaal van die ooi 
wat belangrik is nie, maar veral 
die gehalte en die hoeveelheid 
van die semen is van kardinale 
belang (Henderson, 1990).  
Sommige produsente plaas 
hulle potensiële teelramme op 
‘n “oorlewingskursus” (baie lae 
voedingspeil) en glo dat dié wat 
wel die mas opkom, geharde en 
aangepaste ramme is.  Hierdie 
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aanvulling 16 % proteïen bevat.  Teelramme moet 
gevolglik vanaf twee maande voor paring ‘n hoë 
deurvloeiproteïen-gebaseerde prikkellek [200 kg 
Voermol SS 200 (V8592) + 150 kg Voermol Procon 
(V12701) + 80 kg Voermol Melassemeel (V1995) 
+ 575 kg gemaalde mielies of heel kleingrane] of 
Voermol Superlamkorrels (V17425) teen ‘n beperkte 
peil (500 - 1 500 g/ram/dag) met vreetspasie vir elke 
ram gevoer word.  Indien die weiding skaars is, moet 
goeie kwaliteit lusernhooi ad lib. bygevoer word.  
As alternatief kan ‘n volledige ramrantsoen [250 kg 
gemaalde lusern (25 mm) + 425 kg gemaalde mielies 
of heel gars + 

200 kg Voermol SS 200 + 50 kg Voermol Procon + 
80 kg Voermol Melassemeel) gevoer word.  Voldoende 
vreetspasie (± 60 cm:  Vipond & Greig, 2007), sodat 
alle ramme gelyktydig kan vreet, moet te alle tye 
beskikbaar wees.

Saadkwaliteit van teelramme kan verbeter word 
deur hulle vanaf agt weke voor die paarseisoen met 
koringkiemolie (± 25 ml/ram) een tot twee keer per 
week te doseer.  Enige stres, van watter aard ook al, veral 
as daar meer as een vorm van stres gelyktydig gebeur, 
kan die gehalte van die saad verlaag.  Slegs geringe 
verhogings in liggaamstemperatuur vir kort periodes 
kan die vorming van lewensvatbare semen ontwrig 
(Wilson, 2003).  Vermy alle stresvolle aktiwiteite (bv. 
skeer, dip, oormatige hantering, ensovoorts) korter as 
agt weke voor paring.  Knip kloue indien hulle lank 
is.  As daar tekens van vrotpootjie is, jaag hulle deur 
‘n voetbad met ‘n 10 % sinksulfaatoplossing (Vipond 

& Greig, 2007).  Voorsien skaduwee in die vorm van 
koeltebome of skadunet gedurende warm tye (> 32 oC) 
van die jaar om somersteriliteit te voorkom.  Wanneer 
die temperatuur meer as 32 oC vir lang periodes is 
of ‘n kort periode van baie hoë temperatuur (38 oC 
of hoër) sal die produksie van lewensvatbare sperme 
nadelig beïnvloed word.  Volwasse sperme wat volledig 
ontwikkel is en reeds in die bybal gestoor is, word baie 
minder geaffekteer as sperme in die ontwikkelende 
stadiums (Wilson, 2003).  Voldoende koel en skoon 
drinkwater moet te alle tye beskikbaar en so na as 
moontlik aan die skaduwee wees (Wilson, 2003).

Hoe meer kere ‘n ooi gedek word, hoe beter die kans 
om haar beset te kry en tweelinggeboortes verhoog 
ook dramaties (Mattner & Braden, 1967).  Om dus te 
verseker dat teelramme ooie soveel kere as moontlik 
gedurende haar hitteperiode dek, moet die ramme 
oor ‘n baie hoë libido (geslagsdrang) beskik en topfiks 
wees.  Waar ramme vir 12 weke voor die paarseisoen 
geoefen is deur daagliks 3 km in 25 minute af te lê, 
was die lampersentasie van die geoefende ramme se 
ooie 92 % teenoor 76 % van die ongeoefende ramme 
se ooie.  Teelramme moet dus vanaf minstens twee 
maande voor die aanvang van die paarseisoen fiks 
gemaak word deur hulle vroegoggend en laatmiddag 
vir minstens ‘n halfuur vinnig te laat stap.

(3) Ses weke voor die paarseisoen

Ondersoeke toon dat tot 33 % van teelramme 
vrugbaarheid- en/of dekbehendigheidprobleme het 
(MacLaren, 1988).  ‘n Komitee van veeartse onder 
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dat hulle sal leer om te dek.  Na ‘n maand is hierdie 
21 ramme weer getoets.  Slegs een van hulle was met 
die opvolgtoets in staat om ‘n ooi suksesvol te dek.  By 
nadere ondersoek het dit geblyk dat die meeste van 
die vaders van hierdie 21 ramme se paringstroppe ‘n 
lae lampersentasie (sommige < 50 %) gehad het.  ‘n 
Groep Nieu-Seelandse se navorsers rapporteer van ‘n 
ram wat 80 keer gespring het voordat hy geëjakuleer 
het.  ‘n Ram met ‘n hoë dekvermoë is in staat om 
50 dekkings in een week uit te voer terwyl sommige 
ramme tot 40 ooie per dag kan bestyg.  Die beste 
ramme is in staat om elke keer of elke tweede keer as 
hulle ‘n ooi bestyg, te ejakuleer.  Gemiddelde ramme 
ejakuleer eers nadat hulle ‘n ooi drie of vier keer bestyg 
het terwyl swakker ramme ooie aanhoudend bestyg 
en baie besig vertoon, maar selde of ooit ejakuleer 
(Henderson, 1990), wat ‘n groot negatiewe invloed op 
die lampersentasie het.

Alle aktiwiteite, soos die nodige doserings vir beide 
ronde- en neuswurm asook entings (nie bloutong of 
enige enting wat ‘n koorsreaksie tot gevolg het nie) 
moet, waar moontlik, nie korter as ses weke voor 
die paarseisoen gedoen word nie.  Ramme moet 
met ‘n multi-klostridiale entstof geënt word wat ook 
pasteurella beheer.  Alle entings wat ‘n koorsreaksie 
tot gevolg het, moet liefs na die paarseisoen geënt 
word.

Samevatting

Vir die verhoging van reproduksietempo konsentreer 
produsente grootliks op die ooi deur die wat gereeld 
‘n lam speen te selekteer en ooie goed voor te berei 
vir paring (bv. prikkelvoeding).  Die bydrae van 
teelramme tot ‘n hoë reproduksietempo kan egter nie 
verontagsaam word nie.  Teelramme moet daarom 
voorkeur en spesiale behandeling ontvang.  Die fokus 
moet op maksimale testisgroei en spermproduksie 
asook goeie gesondheid en ‘n hoë fiksheidspeil 
wees.  Volgens Henderson (1990) is die mees sinvolle 
benadering om ramme dwarsdeur die jaar in ‘n 
goeie kondisie te hou en dan twee maande voor die 
paarseisoen ‘n prikkelvoer te gee.  Om volgehoue 
teeltvordering te verseker, moet minstens een-derde 
tot ‘n helfte van die ramme jaarliks met nuwe ramme, 
wat verkieslik geneties beter is, vervang word (Wilson, 
2001; McLennan & Knight, 2003).  Daarbenewens 
moet ‘n doeltreffende gesondheidsbeheerprogram, 
wat beide dosering en die noodsaaklike entings insluit, 
gevolg word.  Aangesien die produksiesiklus van 
sperme sewe tot agt weke duur, behoort teelramme 
vir minstens 12 weke voor die paarseisoen nie met 
enige lewende entstof ingespuit te word nie.  Dit is 
belangrik om daarop te let dat nie alle vet en onfiks 
teelramme onvrugbaar is nie, maar vet en onfiks is hoë 
risikofaktore.

leiding van dr. Roland Larson sal gedurende 2009 ‘n 
gestandaardiseerde prosedure bekendstel om ramme 
vir teelgeskiktheid te toets en te sertifiseer.  Ramme 
moet ongeveer ses tot 10 weke (Greig, 2007) voor die 
paarseisoen aan ‘n volledige teelgeskiktheidtoets deur 
‘n ervare veearts onderwerp word.  Dit sluit ‘n volledige 
fisiese ondersoek van die ram en sy geslagsorgane; 
evaluering en ondersoek van ‘n semenmonster; meet 
van skrotumomtrek asook ‘n dekbehendigheidtoets 
in.  Die skrotumomtrek moet minstens 30 cm, maar 
verkieslik 35 cm en meer, op 15 maande ouderdom 
vir ramme in ‘n goeie kondisie wees.

Die sperme word in die onderste deel of die stert van 
die bybal (epididymis) gestoor.  Wanneer ramme goed 
voorberei en gereed is vir die paarseisoen moet die 
bybal die grootte van ‘n tafeltennisbal (2 - 3 cm deursnit) 
hê wat ‘n aanduiding is dat daar voldoende sperme vir 
die dekseisoen is.  Nog ‘n teken van gereedheid is dat 
die binne gedeelte van die dye (lieste) pers moet wees 
met heelwat was (vet/olie) teenwoordig (Greig, 2007).  
Die perskleur en die voorkoms van die “vetterigheid” 
in die lieste moet progressief toeneem soos die 
paarseisoen nader kom (Henderson, 1990).

Geslagsdrang of libido is die ram se drang om te dek.  
Die eerste tekens daarvan val saam met die aanvangs 
van puberteit (geslagsrypheid) en die begin van 
spermproduksie.  Libido word deur die vrystelling van 
testosteroon beheer.  Voeding kan ook ‘n merkbare 
effek op die ram se drang (libido) hê om te dek terwyl 
ondervoeding spermproduksie affekteer sowel as 
die libido verlaag (Wilson, 2001).  Ramme moenie 
net in staat wees om die ooie te bestyg nie, maar 
hulle behendig genoeg wees om semen suksesvol 
in die geslagskanaal van die ooi te deponeer.  Die 
dekbehendigheid van ramme kan tussen bloedlyne 
varieer (Wilson, 2001).

Ramme moet dus verkieslik vir dekkapasiteit (d.i. die 
kombinasie van geslagsdrang en dekbehendigheid) 
getoets word (Seaman, 2004), want dit gee ‘n 
aanduiding van die ram se dekprestasie in die praktyk 
(Wilson, 2001).  Die vermoë van ramme om kragtig 
en behendig “deur te stamp” (thrust) en te ejakuleer is 
geneties oorerflik.  Sulke ramme se vroulike nageslag 
is geneig om vrugbaarder te wees (Henderson, 1990).  
Die normale aanbeveling vir die toets van dekkapasiteit 
is om drie tot vier ooie elk in ‘n ooikrat te plaas en 
dan een tot twee ramme vir 12 tot 20 minute by hulle 
te plaas.  ‘n Ram met ‘n hoë geslagsdrang en wat 
dekbehendig is, behoort 3 tot 4 suksesvolle dekkings 
gedurende hierdie periode uit te voer (Henderson, 
1990).  Ramme met ‘n lae geslagsdrang toon min 
belangstelling en die kanse is goed dat hulle die res van 
hulle lewe so sal bly.  Ongeveer 80 % van die ramme 
behoort hierdie dekkapasiteittoets te slaag (Henderson, 
1990).  Dr. Ian Herbst van Caledon het by geleentheid 
100 ramme aan ‘n soortgelyke dektoets onderwerp.  
Van hierdie 100 ramme was 21 nie in staat om die 
ooie suksesvol te dek nie.  Hierdie 21 ramme is vir ‘n 
maand tussen ‘n trop ou ooie geplaas met die hoop 
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It is important to understand the physiological pro-

cesses taking place in a ram’s body, in order to un-

derstand why it is important to do certain procedures 

well in time.

Spermotogenesis and the maturation of sperm cells in 

the testes and epididimi, is a process that takes roughly 

60 days (2 months) to complete.

Sperm are stored in the testes at 32°-34°C - more or 

less 6°C lower than body temperature.

The warm blood coming from the body is fi rst cooled 

down by a very intricate mechanism, where the warm 

blood runs in arteries in close proximity to the veins 

with cooler blood coming from the testicles. The cool-

er blood is then cooled down further in small blood 

vessels running close to the external surface of the 

E
xtra care in the two months prior to mating 

leads to higher fertility. 

More lambs, means more money in your 

pocket, but also leads to a better utilization 

of the ram’s genetic potential.

Although rams are the most expensive sheep on the 

sheep farm, they are often neglected.

Various articles have been written on the care and 

nutrition of rams. Emphasis is placed on ram fi tness, 

and yet very few farmers exercise their rams before the 

mating season.

Pro-active or preventative medicine requires that cer-

tain management  procedures are done in advance 

to ensure that the animals are healthy and in a good 

“working” condition when peak performance is re-

quired. In a ram this is at mating time, or during the 

breeding season.

iT PaYS
to look after your rams
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scrotum, before moving into the testes to deliver the 

necessary oxygen and nutrients for spermatogenesis.

Disease and subsequent fever reactions, as well as 

even the slight fever encountered after vaccinating 

with live vaccines, can cause the semen to “overheat”, 

leading to temporary infertility. Conditions like blow-

fl y strike or foot-rot might cause a slight fever reaction. 

The sperm are then not all killed, but undergo certain 

changes that effect fertility. A proper semen analysis, 

in which special attention is given to sperm morphol-

ogy, is necessary to identify the presence or absence of 

these “abnormalities”.

On the day a farmer introduces the rams to the ewes, 

he should ask himself the following question:-

“Did I do everything possible to ensure that these 

rams deposit the best possible sperm cells into these 

ewes”.

So what does preventative medicine in rams entail?

- Ensure a good spread of young and old rams by re-

placing 25% of the ram fl ock yearly. In this way you 

will always have a good balance between younger, 

virile rams with a high libido, and older rams with 

lots of experience.

- Shear rams regularly. Preferably very 6 months in 

wool breeds.

- Do proper hoof care. Trim hooves before the mat-

ing season and treat cases of foot-rot as early as 

possible. Cull rams with chronic foot lesions.

- Give a balanced ration - especially in the two 

month period prior to mating when sperm cells are 

formed.

- Get rams fi t by walking them briskly for a minimum 

of half an hour early in the morning or during the 

late afternoon.

- Supply adequate shade, especially in the warmer 

parts of the country.

- Give the broadest possible protection against diseas-

es by vaccinating with multi-component vaccines. 

By using One Shot Ultra (G2804 of Act36/1947). Ul-

tra choice 7 (G2456 of Act 36/1947) and Glanvac3 

(G2347 of Act 13/1947), all Pfi zer vaccines, you 

protect your rams against Pulpy kidney and other 

Clostridial diseases, Pasteurella, as well as against  

Corynebacterium infection (“cheesy gland”) - three 

very important sheep disease complexes.

- Additional vaccination against Bluetongue and 

Brucellocis is also recommended.

- Dose / de-worm preventively. A Sick or parasitized 

ram cannot produce top quality semen. It is also 

necessary to treat animals preventatively before the 

mating season against nasal bot, as scent plays an 

important role in feed intake as well as in the de-

tection of the ewes that are on heat.

 Pfi zer products to consider here are: Decto-

max (G1726, Act 36/1947), Valbantel (G732, 

Act36/1947) or Ranox (G1599, Act 36/1947)

- Rams should be tested for breeding soundness.

 This entails a proper clinical check-up to certify the 

ram as healthy and free of disease. It should also in-

clude a detailed examination of the genital organs, 

a semen analyses which includes sperm morphol-

ogy as well as certifying the semen free of infection 

(the absence of bacteria and white blood cells).

-  Breeding soundness should also include a mating 

dexterity test. It does not help if a ram has good se-

men and good genetics, but is unable to carry it on 

to its progeny because it cannot serve a ewe!!!

“Care for your rams, so that they can care for you!!”

For more information contact your local Pfi zer sales 

representative, or dr. Dave Midgley at 011 320 6122
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vroegtydig vir ramme

26

Ramme behoort, nes ooie, goed versorg te 
word voor paartyd. Dit verseker nie net beter 
benutting van die dier nie, maar ook dat daar 

nie op vrugbaarheid ingeboet word nie.

Al is ramme die duurste skape op ‘n plaas, word hulle 
dikwels afgeskeep.

Verskeie artikels is al geskryf oor die voeding en 
versorging van ramme. Klem word dikwels op fi ksheid 
gelê, maar dis te betwyfel of selfs 5% van boere wel 
hul ramme fi ks maak.

In ‘n vorige artikel is voorkomende dieregesondheid 

bespreek in teenstelling met behandelende 
dieregeneeskunde. Die een is pro-aktief, terwyl die 
ander reaktief is.

Hoe kan ons voorkomende dieregesondheid by 
ramme toepas?

Ten eerste is dit belangrik om ‘n ram te “verstaan”. 
Spermatogenese en rypwording van die saadselle is ‘n 
proses wat ongeveer 60 dae (2 maande) duur.
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• Maak ramme fi ks deur hulle minstens ‘n halfuur te 
laat stap.

• Sorg vir skaduwee in veral die warmer dele van die 
land.

• Gee die breedste moontlike beskerming teen siektes 
deur gebruik te maak van Pfi zer se kombinasie-
entstowwe, soos One Shot Ultra (reg. Nr. G2804, 
Wet 36/1947), Ultrachoice 7 (reg. nr. G2456, Wet 
36/1947) en Glanvaac 3 (reg. nr. G2347, Wet 
36/1947). Hierdeur kry jou ramme beskerming 
teen bloednier, pasteurella of bloutong en Coryne-
bakteriuminfeksie. Ander siektes waarteen raame 
ingeënt kan, is bloutong en ramsiekte (brucellose).

• Doseer voorkomend (voor paartyd). Boere streef 
na ramme met die beste moontlike saad, maar met 
‘n siek ram of ‘n ram wat met parasiete besmet is, 
kan hy nie sy doelwit bereik nie. Behandeling teen 
neuswurm by ramme verg spesiale aandag omdat 
‘n toe neus voerinname sowel as die reukvermoë 
van ‘n ram affekteer. Pfi zer se doseermiddels om 
in dié verband te oorweeg, is Dectomax (reg. nr. 
G1726, Wet 36/1947), Valbantel (reg. nr. G732, 
Wet 36/1947) en Ranox (reg. nr. G1599, Wet 
36/1947).

• Laat toets die ramme vir teelgeskiktheid. Slegs ‘n 
veearts is daarvoor opgelei en word volgens wet 
toegelaat om ‘n ram as teelgeskik te sertifi seer. 
Hierdie toets verlang ‘n deeglike kliniese ondersoek, 
‘n deeglike ondersoek van die geslagstelsel en ‘n 
saadevaluering waartydens gekyk word vir die 
teenwoordigheid van etterselle (infeksie) en vir 
spermabnormaliteite. Die ram se dekbehendigheid 
moet ook getoets word.

Navrae:

U plaaslike Pfi zer-verteenwoordiger of dr. Dave 
Midgley, tel 011 320 9034.

Saadselle word dan in die testikels opgeberg by ‘n 
temperatuur van 32°C - 34°C (ongeveer 6°C laer as 
liggaamstemperatuur).

Die “afkoel”-meganisme van die warm bloed na die 
koeler bloed wat in die testikels benodig word, is 
‘n baie interessante proses. Die koue bloed beweeg 
langs die warm bloed verby en bring sodoende die 
teperatuur van die inkomende bloed af. Daarna gaan 
die koeler bloed na die oppervlakte van die skrotum vir 
verdere afkoeling voordat dit inbeweeg in die testikels 
om die nodige voedingstowwe af te lewer.

Siekte en die daaropvolgende koorsreaksie, asook die 
ligte koors wat soms na inenting met sekere lewende 
entstowwe kan volg, kan die saadselle laat “oorverhit” 
en ‘n tydelike onvrugbaarheid veroorsaak.

Soms is die reaksie baie lig en die saadselle gaan nie 
dood nie, maar ondergaan slegs veranderings wat ‘n 
ongunstige uitwerking op vrugbaarheid het. Hierdie 
veranderings kan deur ‘n deeglike ondersoek van 
saadsmere waartydens spesifi ek na spermmorfologie 
opgelet word, waargeneem word.

Elke boer behoort die dag wat hy sy ramme by die ooie 
sit die volgende vraag vir himself af te vra:

“Sorg vir jou ramme, sodat hulle vi rjou kan sorg!”

Wat behels voorkomende dieregesondheid by 
ramme?

•  Vervang ou, “opgebruikte” ramme gereeld. Sorg dat 
die ramtrop ‘n goeie ouderdomsverspreiding het 
deur jaarliks 25% ramme te vervang. Sodoende sal 
‘n boer ‘n goeie verspreiding van jong tweetand-, 
vier- tot sestand-, volbek- en “slytramme” hê asook 
jonger ramme met ‘n hoer deklus en oueres met 
ervaring.

• Skeer jou ramme gereeld. Verkieslik elke ses 
maande.

•  Knip die kloue indien nodig.

• Gee gebalanseere voeding - veral in die twee 
maande voor paartyd wanneer spermselle gevorm 
word wat tydens paring gebruik gaan word.
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THESE SIMPLE TESTS WILL ENSURE THAT YOU 
GET THE MOST OUT OF YOUR RAMS

If the farmer were to have his flock rams fertility 
tested he’d find that 20% were poorly fertile, 40% 
moderately fertile and the remaining 40% highly 
fertile. He’d find that culling those poorly fertile 
rams would result in an extra 5% of ewes lamb-
ing and that the highly fertile (HF) rams would 
achieve a more compact lambing, they would 
sire more twins and they would get more maiden 
lambs in lamb than the moderately fertile ( MF) 
rams. Furthermore he could join the HF rams to 
100 ewes with confidence. As a further bonus the 
HF rams would have more fertile daughters than 
the MF rams.

What fertility test will class rams as either poorly, 
moderately or highly fertile and how do these HF 
rams boost flock fertility?

The test most probably expected is the palpation 
of testicles for softness, or lumps and bumps and 
a semen test. The fertility test described here goes 
far beyond that. It consists of:

i. A physical examination of testicles;
ii. measurement of testicle size and
iii. the serving capacity test to determine how 

well a ram will work.

Physical examination:

The testicles are palpated for firmness and spring-
iness. About half of the rams with soft, flaby tes-
ticles have poor quality semen whilst only 5% of 
the rams with firm, springy testicles have ques-
tionable semen quality. Rams with soft testicles 
should be semen tested and those with poor se-
men culled. Only in the situation in which rams 

Preparing rams 
for paddock 
joining
Die voorbereiding
van ramme 
vir kuddeparing
Dr M Blockey
(With acknowledgement to the Dohne Merino Society 
Journal 1985 reproduced from AMS News Australia 
Vol 2, No 1 September 1983)

Hierdie eenvoudige maatreëls sal verseker dat u die 
beste uit u ramme haal.

As ‘n boer sy kudderamme vir vrugbaarheid moes to-
ets, sou hy vind dat 20% swak, 40% matig en die oor-
blywende 40% hoogs vrugbaar sou wees. Hy sou vind 
dat deur hierdie swak-vrugbare diere te prul, ‘n byko-
mende 5% ooie sou lam en dat die hoogs vrugbare 

(HV) ramme ‘n meer kompakte lamtyd sou behaal, 
dat hulle meer tweelinge sou voortbring en dat hulle 
meer jong ooie sou bevrug as die matig vrugbare (MV) 
ramme.

Verder kan hy die HV ramme met gemak met 100 
ooie paar. As ‘n verdere bonus sal die HV ramme meer 
vrugbare dogters as die MV ramme voortbring.

Watter vrugbaarheidstoets sal ramme as óf swak, óf 
matig,óf hoogs vrugbaar klassifiseer en hoe kan hierdie 
HV ramme die kuddevrugbaarheid verhoog?

Die verwagte toets sal wees die palpasie van teelballe 
vir sagtheid en vir klonte en saadtoets. Die vrugbaar-
heidstoets wat hier omskryf word is baie meer as dit. 
Dit bestaan uit:

i ‘n Fisiese ondersoek van teelballe;
ii Die meet van teelbalgrootte en
iii Die toets van dekvermoë om te bepaal hoe goed 

die ram sal werk.

Fisiese ondersoek:

Die teelballe word vir fermheid en elastisiteit palpeer. 
Sowat die helfte ramme met sagte, pap teelballe het ‘n 
swak saadkwaliteit terwyl slegs 5% ramme met ferm, 
elastiese teelballe se saad bevraagteken kan word. 
Ramme met sagte teelballe se saad moet getoets word 
en dié ramme met swak saad moet geprul word. Slegs 
wanneer ramme in enkelparing gebruik word is dit die 
moeite werd om die saad te toets van ramme met ferm, 
elastiese teelballe.

Die kop en stert van die epididymus word vir knoppe 
ondersoek, wat epididymitis, varicocoele, absesse, 
breuke of spermatacoele aandui. Dit is belangrik om 
die knop wat u voel te identifiseer, want dit sal bepaal 
of die ram geprul moet word aldanie en toekomstige 
voorsorgmaatreëls vir die kwaal kan getref word. Vir 
hierdie rede moet palpasie deur ‘n deskundige gedoen 
word. Byvoorbeeld ‘n veearts wat honderde ramme 
jaarliks ondersoek, ‘n persoon wie se ondervinding 
en opleidinghom sal vertel watter beheermaatreëls die 
probleem sal oplos.

Van die vyf genoemde siektes is epididymitis wat deur 
brucellose veroorsaak word, die mees algemeen en die 
ernstigste. Die neem van bloedmonsters en die labo-
ratorium toetsing van bloed sal ramme opspoor wat 
nie epididymitis toon nie, maar wel die brucellose 
kiem in hulle saad afskei. Sulke ramme moet geprul 
word aangesien hulle die ander ramme kan aansteek. 
In ‘n kudde waar epididymitis ‘n probleem is, sal die 
jaarlikse palpasie en bloedtoets en streng navolging 
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are to be single joined is it worthwhile to semen test 
those rams with firm, springy testicles.

The head and tail of the epididymus is examined for 
lumps and bumps. Indicating epididymitis, varico-
coele, abscess, hernia or spermatocoele. It is impor-
tant to determine what the bump you feel is, because 
that determines whether the ram should be culled or 
not and how the condition can be controlled in the 
future.

For this reason palpation should be done by an expert, 
for example a veterinarian who examines hundreds of 
rams each year, a person whose training and experi-
ence tells him what control measures will reduce the 
problem.

Of the five conditions mentioned, epididymitis, 
caused by Brucella Ovis, is by far the most common 
and the most serious. Bleeding rams and the laborao-
tory testing of their blood will detect rams which don’t 
show epididymitis but which might be excreting the 
B.Ovis bacteria in their semen. Such rams should be 
culled because they spread the disease to other rams 
. In a flock in which epididymitis is a problem the an-
nual palpation and bleeding of rams plus strict adher-
ence to certain management practices will eradicate 
epididymitis in that flock and the benefits of eradica-
tion do outweigh the costs.

TESTICLE SIZE, PENIS, FEET AND LEGS:

Each gram of testicle tissue produces 20 million sperm 
per day. A ram with small testicles either doesn’t pro-
duce enough sperm for each service or more common-
ly he produces poor quality sperm. Such rams should 
be culled, not only because they are poorly fertile, but 
because their progeny are often poorly fertile.

The most practical method of measuring testicle size 
is to use the scrotal tape developed for bulls. When a 
ram’s testicles are less than 24 cm in scrotal circumfer-
ence he can’t successfully be joined to 50 ewes. In my 
opinion these rams should be culled. At the other end 
of the scale, the rams with testicles 30 cm or greater 
produce sufficient sperm to be joined to a 100 ewes. 
Of course they must also have serving capacity to 
handle 100 ewes. Remember the two are not related 
to one another!

With the ram sitting on its rump, the penis can be 
pushed out through the sheath to ensure that:

• The long thin tip has not been shorn off or injured
• There are no ulcers or swelling on the lining of the 

penis, and
• The penis is not “broken”

The feet are checked for scald, foot rot, foot abscess 
or even grown claws and the lower joints of fore and 
hind legs examined for enlargements and heat idicat-
ing arthritis.

This can be detected in the physical examination. They 
must be observed mounting in the serving capacity 

van sekere bestuurspraktyke, epididymitis in kuddes 
uitroei. Die voordele van uitroeiing oortref die koste 
daarvan.

TEELBALGROOTTE, PENIS, KLOUE EN BENE

Elke gram teelbalweefsel produseer daagliks 20 miljo-
en sperme. ‘n Ram met klein teelballe produseer of nie 
genoeg saad vir elke dekking nie óf hy produseer oor 
die algemeen swak gehalte saad. Sulke ramme behoo-
rt geprul te word, nie alleenlik omdat hulle oor swak 
vrugbaarheid beskik nie, maar omdat hulle nageslag 
dikwels swak vrugbaar is.

Die mees praktiese metode om teelbal grootte te meet 
is om die skrotale maatband vir bulle te gebruik. Wan-
neer ‘n ram se teelballe minder as 24 cm in skrotale 
omtrek is, kan hy nie 50 ooie met sukses dek nie. In 
my opinie moet sulke ramme geprul word. Aan die an-
der kant kan ramme met teelballe van 30 cm of meer 
genoegsame saad produseer om 100 ooie met gemak 
te dek. Hulle moet natuurlik ook oor die dekvermoë 
beskik om 100 ooie te kan hanteer. Onthou, die twee 
gaan nie noodwendig hand aan hand nie.

As die ram op sy boude sit kan die penis deur die skede 
gestoot word om te verseker dat:

• Die lang dun punt nie afgeskeer of beseer is nie;
• Daar geen swelsel of swere op die penis voering is nie;
• Die penis nie beskadig is nie.

Dan word kloue ondersoek vir skroei, vrotpootjie, vo-
etabsesse of vergroeide kloue en die newegewrigte van 
voor en agterpote word vir vergrotings en gewrigsont-
steking ondersoek. Dit kan nie tydens die fisiese onder-
soek agtergekom word nie. Ramme moet waargeneem 
word wanneer hulle opklim tydens die dek van ooie. 
Sulke ramme se agterkwarte sal dikwels ineenstort en 
sal hulle altyd ‘n mate van swakheid toon tydens die 
dekproses.

TOETS VIR DEKVERMOË:

Ramme verskil tot ‘n groot mate in die aantal dekkings 
wat hulle tydens kuddeparing kan behartig, naamlik 
hul dekvermoë (DV). Hoe hoër die ram se dekvemoë, 
hoe hoër die aantal bronstige ooie wat hy dek, hoe 
meer kere dek hy elke ooi en hoe meer ooie raak 
gevolglik bevrug. ‘n Ram se DV het dus ‘n sterk inv-
loed op kuddevrugbaarheid. Tydens kuddeparing kan 
hierdie DV met 90% akkuraatheid voorspel word deur 
die ramme aan ‘n 20 minuutlange kraaltoets te onder-
werp, wat bestaan uit:

i Ooie tot dekkingshokke te beperk en beteuel, wat 
om die buiterand van ‘n groot binneplaas gerang-
skik is;

ii Seksuele stimulasie van ramme deur hulle te laat 
toekyk terwyl ander ramme die beteulde ooie vir 5 
tot 10 minute lank beklim en

iii  die seksueel gestimuleerde ramme dan by die be-
teulde ooie in te sit en die aantal dekkings te tel 
wat hulle binne 20 minute behaal.

Dit varieer van 0 - 8 dekkings. Ramme wat ver suim 
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act. Such rams will often collapse in the hindquar-
ters during mounting and will always exhibit some 
weakness during mounting.

SERVING CAPACITY TEST

Rams vary greatly in the number of services they 
can achieve during paddock mating, namely their 
serving capacity and the higher a ram’s serving ca-
pacity the more oestrous ewes he serves, the more 
times he serves each ewe and consequently the 
more ewes he gets pregnant. So a ram’s serving ca-
pacity (SC) strongly influences flock fertility. This 
SC during paddock mating can be predicted with 
90% accuracy by subjecting rams to a 20 minute 
yard test which consists of:

i restraining ewes in service crates fixed around 
the perimeter of a large yard.

ii sexually stimulating the rams by allowing them 
to watch other rams mounting the restrained 
ewes for a 5 to 10 minute period and

 iii placing sexually excited rams in with the re-
strained ewes and counting the number of ser-
vices they achieve in 20 minutes.

Using highly fertile rams as well as detecting the 
poorly fertile rams, the fertility test identifies the 
highly fertile (HF) rams. These are rams of a serv-
ing capacity of 4 or more and with testicles 28cm 
and greater. After culling poorly fertile rams, 30% 
to 50% of the remaining rams will be highly fer-
tile. The question is, will the HF rams make more 
money for the farmer than the moderate fertile 
(MF) rams? YES.

Take the case of the fat lamb breeder. Let’s assume 
he joined HF rams at 2% to one half of his flock 
and MF rams also at 2% to the other half. If he was 
able to spend all his time with both flocks he’d find 
that the HF rams served a higher proportion of the 
ewes on heat (95% compared to 80%) and that 
they served each ewe more times (3 or more times 
compared to 1 or 2 times) than the MF rams. The 
result of this greater serving activity would be:

i more ewes joined to the HFrams lambing in 
the first three weeks of lambing (80% com-
pared to 60%)

ii in some cases a higher percentage of mature 
ewes lambing , up to 10%

iii the proportion of ewes having twins would in-
crease by 5% to 20%. This happens because 
ewes shedding two eggs are served more times 
in a heat by HF rams and the additional sperm 
deposited in the vagina gives both eggs a bet-
ter chance of surviving.

iv about 5% more maiden ewes would get preg-
nant. Maiden ewes remain on heat for a short-
er time than mature ewes (12 hours compared 
to 20 hours). HF rams do a better job of getting 
maidens pregnant because they serve each 
one more times and the more times a ewe is 
served the better her chances are for concep-
tion.

om te dek is swak DV ramme en beslaan sowat 5% van 
die gemiddelde kudde. Die matige DV ramme is die 
wat 1, 2 of 3 dekkings behaal terwyl die hoë DV ranne 
4 of meer dekkings binne 20 minute behaal.

SWAK VRUGBARE RAMME:

Dit is die ramme wat versuim om te dek, wat gewrig-
sontstekeing of ‘n ernstige poot-probleem , klein teel-
balle of sagte teelballe het, wat swak gehalte saad pro-
duseer of wat afwykings van die epididymus of penis 
het. Sowat 20% van ramme is swak vrugbaar (SV) en 
hulle moet geprul word. Dit sal tot gevolg hê ‘n ver-
mindering in die persentasie droë ooie in die kudde.

DIE GEBRUIK VAN HOOGS VRUGBARE RAMME:

Bykomend tot die uitken van swak vrugbare ramme 
identifiseer die vrugbaarheidstoets ook die hoogs vrug-
bare (HV) ramme. HV ramme het ‘n dekvermoë van 4 
of meer en het teelballe van 28 cm of groter. Na die 
prul van swak- vrugbare ramme sal 30% tot 50% van 
die oorblywende ramme HV ramme wees. Die vraag 
is, sal die HV ramme meer geld vir die boer besorg as 
die MV ramme? Die antwoord is JA.

Neem die geval van die vetlamteler. Veronderstel dat ‘n 
teler HV ramme teen 2% met een helfte van sy kudde 
paar en MV ramme ook teen 2% met die ander helfte.

As hy in staat was om al sy tyd by beide kuddes deur 
te bring sou hy vind dat die HV ramme ‘n groter aan-
tal bronstige ooie gedek het, (95% in vergelyking met 
80%) en dat hulle elke ooi meer kere gedek het (3 of 
meer kere in vergelyking met 1 of twee keer) as die MV 
ramme. Die resultaat van hierdie groter dekvermoë sal 
wees:

i Meer ooie wat met HV ramme gepaar is lam in die 
eerste drie weke van lamtyd (80% teenoor 60%)

ii In sommige gevalle ‘n hoër persentasie volwassse 
ooie wat lam , tot 10%

iii Die aantal ooie wat tweelinge baar sou met 5% tot 
20% vermeerder. Dit gebeur omdat ooie wat twee 
eierselle afskei meer male tydens die bronstydperk 
deur HV ramme gedek word en die addisionele 
saad wat in die vagina gestort word gee altwee 
eierselle ‘n beter kans op bevrugting

iv Sowat 5% meer jong ooie sal bevrug raak. Jong 
ooie is vir ‘n korter tydperk bronstig as volwasse 
ooie ( 12 ure in vergelyking met 20 ure) HV ramme 
bevrug jong ooie makliker omdat hulle elke ooi 
meer male dek en hoe meer kere ‘n ooie gedek 
word hoe beter is haar kanse op bevrugting.

Dus sal die vetlamkudde wat deur HV ramme gedek 
word ‘n vroeër, meer kompakte lamtyd, minder droë 
jong ooie en dalk ook volwasse ooie en meer tweelinge 
toon.

Dit beteken lammers wat swaarder weeg met bemark-
ing en dit beteken meer geld in die sak van die vet-
lamteler.
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So the fat lamb flock joined to HF rams would have 
an earlier more compact lambing, fewer dry ewes in 
the maiden mob and maybe also the mature mobs 
and more twins born.

This means more lambs and heavier lambs when 
sold and that signifies more dollars in the pocket of 
the fat lamb breeder.

Furthermore HF rams have daughters which are more 
fertile than the daughters of MF rams. This occurs in 
two ways. First maiden ewes sired by high serving 
capacity rams have a greater chance of being de-
tected on heat by rams and have a higher pregnancy 
rate than maidens sired by a medium SC rams

Presumably, this is because they stay on heat longer.

Secondly, rams with large testicles sire daughters 
which start their breeding season earlier and have 
more twins than daughters of rams with small tes-
ticles.

It seems to me that the use of HF rams is a much 
more practical way of increasing future fertility of 
the flock than the current method - that of retaining 
twin born ewes as flock replacements. It is less ex-
pensive and less troublesome than tagging twins at 
birth and is likely to increase the fertility at a greater 
rate. By using HF rams you are getting more lambs 
from the ewes you have now, let alone those you 
will have in future.

We always try to breed better sheep. Whatever your 
idea of better sheep is, HF rams can be confidiently 
joined at 1%. Many rams have the happy combina-
tion of being highly fertile and being top rams in 
size, conformation, wool or whatever characteristic 
you think makes a top ram. Using a few of these top 
rams rather than twice as many average rams should 
result in your flock breeding better sheep.

SUMMARY:

The benefit of testing your flock rams each year be-
fore mating are:

i Identifying and culling 20% of poorly fertile 
rams. This should increase your overall lambing 
percentage by 5%

ii identifying the highly fertile (HF) rams and join-
ing them to maidens, the lambing percentage in 
maidens should increase by 10%

iii the remaining HF rams can be joined to the 
heaviest mature ewes in the flock.

These are the ewes most likely to be shedding two 
eggs. In other words the potential twinning ewes. 
Joining HF rams to them will increase the twinning 
rate in those flocks by 10% and the lambing per-
centage by 5%.

Verder is die dogters van HV ramme meer vrugbaar as 
die van MV ramme. Dit kom op twee maniere voor. 
Eerstens, jong ooie met hoë dekvermoë vaars het ‘n 
groter kans om deur ramme as bronstig uitgeken te 
word en het ‘n hoër dragtigheidstempo as jong ooie 
met MV vaars, vermoedelik omdat hulle langer bron-
stig bly. Tweedens, ramme met groot teelballe produ-
seer dogters wat hule teelseisoen vroeër begin en meer 
tweeling het as die dogters van ramme met klein teel-
balle.

Dit blyk dat die gebruik van HV ramme ‘n baie meer 
praktiese metode is om die toekomstige vrugbaarheid 
van die kudde te verhoog as die huidige metode - die 
gebruik van tweeling ooie as kudde plaasvervangers. 
Dit is goedkoper en minder moeitevol as om tweelinge 
by geboorte te merk en dit is geneig om toekomstige 
kudde vrugbaarheid teen ‘n hoër tempo te verhoog. 
Deur die gebruik van HV ramme kry u meer lammers 
uit die ooie wat u tans besit, om nie te praat van wat u 
in die toekoms sal besit nie.

Ons probeer altyd om beter skape te teel. Wat u 
idee van ‘n beter skaap ookal is, kan HV ramme met 
vertroue teen 1% gepaar word. Baie ramme het die 
voordeel dat hulle hoogs vrugbaar is asook top-ramme 
wat betref grootte, bouvorm, wol of watter eienskap u 
ookal as topram-materiaal ag. Deur ‘n paar van hierdie 
topramme te gebruik in plaas van tweemaal soveel 
gemiddelde ramme, behoort u kudde beter skape te 
teel.

OPSOMMING:

Die voordeel van die toets van u ramme elke jaar voor 
paring is:

i Identifiseer en prul 20% swak vrugbare ramme. 
Dit behoort u algehele lampersentasie met 5% te 
laat styg.

ii Identifiseer die hoogs vrugbare (HV) ramme en 
paar hulle met die jong ooie.

    Die lampersentasie by jong ooie behoort met 10% 
te styg.

iii Die oorblywende HV ramme kan met die swaarste 
volwasse ooie in die kudde gepaar word. Dit is die 
ooie wat heel moontlik twee eierselle afskei en dus 
tweelinge sal hê. As hulle met HV ramme gepaar 
word sal die tweelinggeboortes in die kuddes met 
10% en die lampersentasie met 5% styg.
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Ons is trots op wat ons be-
reik het met hierdie dag en 
die borge het laat weet dat 
hulle graag in die toekoms 
weer betrokke wil wees. 
Ons gaan hierdie ‘n jaar-
likse instelling maak en sal 
dit elke jaar op die eerste 
Vrydag van Mei plaasvind. 
Daar word natuurlik beoog 
om dit uit te brei en in 2010 
sal die Inligtingsdag gepaard 
gaan met ‘n Skou wat sal 
plaasvind op 7 Mei ’10.

Alle belangstellendes word 
uitgenooi om ons hier in die Noorwes te kom besoek 
en te  deel in ons gasvryheid. Kontak gerus Kobus Eras-
mus op 083 461 0950 of SP Fourie op 082 745 4906.

Dankie alle lede wat omgee vir ons Dorpers!

Charlotte

Net terugvoering oor die 
Inligtingsdag wat ons as 
Overvaal Klub gehou het 
op 8 Mei 2009 te Hartbees-
fontein, NW.

Pragtige diere is deur Za-
hier, Kobus, Chris en SP 
tentoongestel en die be-
langstelling en terugvoer-
ing rondom die dag en ve-
ral die Dorper was positief. 
Ons kan en is werklik trots 
op die pragtige -, beste 
vleisras en eg Suid-Afri-
kaanse dier waarmee ons 
boer – Die Dorper. 

Ook spesiale dank aan Andre Nieuwenhuis wat opge-
tree het as spreker en die besoekers meer omtrent die 
Dorper vertel het en sy praktiese demonstrasies en in-
ligting oor die rasstandaard was baie werd. Van die an-
der sprekers wat opgetree het was Fanie Ungerer van 
Afrivet en Gerhard van As van Molatek.

Ook ‘n woord van dank aan die Genootskap wat ons 
van die nodige inligtingstukke en brosjures voorsien het.

Overvaal Dorper Klub
se inligtingsdag

Deur: SP Fourie
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I would like to share this information found in the Australian Dorper & White Dorper 

Journal with our members:

With acknowledgment and gratitude to  “FARM WEEKLY” printers of the “Australian 

Dorper and White Dorper”

THE DORPER MACHINE ROLLS 
ON:
By Emma Robins

It is no wonder the Australian wool industry tried to 
discourage producers from buying Dorpers when they 
first arrived in 1996.

Even back then, the wool industry could see the Dorper 
as a threat to the Merino’s dominance in the Australian 
sheep industry.

You can’t really blame the Merino mob for making 
such a fuss; there’s a lot to like about Dorpers.

The Dorper’s broad frame, well muscled torso, excellent 
foraging skills and high fertility rates are a huge draw-
card for producers wanting a low maintenance, high 
profit flock.

More and more farmers questioning their profitability 
in the wool industry are switching to sheep-meat 
production.

The world demand for more protein is pushing prices 
up to unprecedented levels, with live exporters buying  
up huge quantities of sheep.

With no end to the international demand in sight, now 
is a good time to be in sheep, particularly meat.

One of the most interesting production developments 
is the growing number of people becoming more 
curious about where their food comes from.

This has opened the door for organic production, 
which is set to be a lucrative niche market in the 
Australian meat industry.

The low maintenance attributes of Dorpers allows 
station owners and large landholders to be able to run 
high numbers of organically produced Dorpers.

The dry environment doesn’t host pests like lice, flies 
or worms, so it is perfect for an organic operation.

Thirteen years after the breed arrived in Australia, it 
is fair to say Dorpers have revolutionized the sheep 
industry as we know it.

On land where other sheep breeds could barely 
survive, Dorpers are thriving.

Whether it’s off coastal plains, rugged rangelands or 
saltbush  scrub, their strong structure and amazing feed 
conversion allows them to live off next to nothing.

The Dorpers’ grazing ability is providing plenty of 
relief for farmers in areas suffering from unreliable 
rainfall and poor feed sources.

Dorpers don’t need high nutrition 
pastures to perform and certainly 
don’t need mollycoddling.

The shedding ability is the key 
low maintenance attribute for 
Dorper producers, especially 
those who are keen to get rid of 
the issues associated with wool.

Dorper producers don’t have to 
worry about finding a shearer, lice 
problems or wool contaminants.

With the application of the 
mulesing ban barely nine months 
away, Dorper producers can rest 
easy knowing that they don’t 
have to bother with this challenge 
either.

Producers are praising the 
excellent maternal attributes of 
the Dorper mother.

Their polyoestrous cycle allows 
them to reproduce three lambs 
in two years, so there’s no set 
breeding season.

It is also now common practice 
to mate Dorper Ewes at nine 
months of age; there is nothing 
for producers to lose.

While the fertility rate only 
averages around 50 per cent for 
these first timers, in a flock of 150 
ewes that is 75 more lambs than 
what they would have produced 
if they weren’t mated.

Mating ewes at a young age is 
also proven to prevent them from 
becoming over fat and accelerates 
the flock towards a purebred, 
non-shearing status quicker than 
the yearly time frame.

The hardy little lambs produced 
tend to put on weight quickly 
and perform well off average 
pastures.

Many breeds make the claim that 
they can have many triplets or 
even quadruplet births in a good 
season.
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What makes the Dorper mother a cut above the rest is 
their excellent natural mothering ability and incredibly 
strong predator response.

Dorper mothers will stand up for their lambs and will 
do anything possible to protect their lambs until they 
are big enough to fend for themselves.

More and more mainstream sheep producers are 
picking up on the Dorper breed’s success.

Its suitability to any sheep operation its best quality.

Lifestyle farmers who want an animal to eat grass, 
stay in paddocks and take care of itself are choosing 
Dorpers.

Broad-acre farming operators with extensive cropping 
programs are also looking to Dorpers to provide some 
cash flow during the lull periods.

Huge station grazing operations in the rangelands, 
across the outback and in low rainfall areas are 
capitalizing on the Dorpers’ excellent feed conversion 
and low maintenance.

Dorpers have something to offer every operation 
in every part of the country and now it appears that 
Dorpers have finally conquered the final frontier - 
Tasmania.

There are strong signs that Dorper prejudice in 
Tasmania is coming to an end, despite the best efforts 
of the TGFA and wool industry.

It’s just another victory for the Dorper machine, and 
commercial producers in Tasmania stand to reap the 
benefits.

It just goes to show , when the Dorper machine is 
rolling, it is best not to stand in its way!

Extracts from articles about Dorper farmers in 
Australia:

Jennie Bird - Bourke:

I got Dorpers because they’re a neat product and not 
as labour intensive as other breeds.

She has 100% lambing rate and her Dorpers do 
not receive royal treatment but thrive off their 
surroundings/ Jennie hasn’t regretted running Dorpers 
for one second.

Benchmark Agriculture - Victoria:  A Freshwater

The decision to make the move to Dorpers wasn’t 
taken lightly.

Now the ewes achieve a pregnancy rate of 142%- 12% 
higher than the average of 130% Benchmark budgeted on.

They are doing continual tests regarding the  
performance capability of the Dorper.

Millers Creek - Colin & Jill Greenfield

They tried Damara crosses but now switched to 
Dorpers.

Dorpers have changed the way Colin sees 
sheep.

Apart fro the shedding Colin rates the 
structural correctness of the sheep highly 
when buying rams. Rams must be able to 
walk and need good feet structure.

Austin & Di Dohle - Wagin

Have been growing Merinos for over 30 
years and are prepared to dedicate the next 
20 years to Dorpers after seeing them out-
perform other breeds with slaughter weights 
and grading.

Dorpers are ticking all the boxes when it 
comes to problems - no flies, no mulesing, 
no shearing, less chemicals and they have 
the ability to look after themselves.

John & Peggy Steward - Saddleworth

Dorper lambs look scrawny when born but 
within 2 weeks they look like kegs on legs!   
The mothering ability is certainly better than 
that of the Merino - they look after their 
lambs well.

Mr Steward is confident his selection of 
Dorpers will keep paying off into the future.

The way they are going at the moment, 
they’re easy to care for, they do  well on 
poor grazing and feed and they are just a big 
advantage.

Scott Campbell - Goolgowi

A fourth generation Merino farming changed 
to Dorpers and wondered about what the 
neighbours would say.  Now the  neighbours 
also have Dorpers!  The South Africans did 
a good job but they did not look at the feet 
so the Australians had to do a lot of work 
improving that.

Dorpers is an evolving industry which 
has already won him over totally with 
production.

Don & Colleen Stevens:- Corrigan

Another traditional Merino Breeder but 
looked for an easier sheep to care for and 
switched to Dorper cross breeding.  Dorpers 
are more efficient feeders and clean up all 
the summer weeds better than Merinos

Ian & Susan Law - Matchless White Dorpers

Are very  happy with their White Dorpers 
and strive to conform with the SA Breed 
Standards.

Spear Creek  Jamie McTaggart & Scott 
Herde

Production costs dropped since switching to 
Dorper.
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Butchers are mad about the Dorper carcass and say they 
are “magnificent”!

Pat & Trish McGuinnes

Pat is a cotton agronomist and the small White Dorper 
stud but a sideline.

The White Dorper ram “Rambo” looks after the lambs 
when the ewes are grazing and will not let anybody near 
his off-spring.

Thanks to the intelligent nature of Dorper it has been 
much easier to run a day job and a farm.

Mark & Julie Cullinan - NSW

120 years of Merino farming changed to Dorpers!

Management became easier, resistance towards Dorpers 
is fast disappearing and Mark is happy with the options 
and returns that Dorpers offer.

Michael & Sue Lyons - Queensland

Receive $4 more per kg carcass weight 
than for Merinos. Dorpers survive in 
drought conditions. Shedding is the main 
advantage.

Andrew & Meagan Mosely - Etiwanda

Their White Dorpers are adapted and 
designed to thrive and survive under 
rangeland conditions.

Performance recording through Lamb 
Plan.

The days of high input and grain feed are 
rapidly coming to and end and as farmers 
we must be ready to face the coming 
challenges.

Jilikan Downs - Keith and Sarah Wilson

Hope all breeders have as much 
enjoyment from their Dorpers as they get 
from theirs.

They work closely with a Vet. School 
which led to greater research involvement 
to better understanding of the Dorper 
performance.

The Paggets - Winrae

Started Dorpers 10 years ago and the 

venture is now paying dividends. Success with the 
Stud and commercial flocks spur them on to share 
good genetics with fellow farmers.

Jim Lyall is the man campaigning for Dorpers in 
Tasmania and things are rapidly changing in favour 
of the Dorpers there 

*****It was a privilege receiving a copy of this 
journal and seeing all the wonderful progress with 
Dorpers in Australia.

We had a visit from Cameron Tubby, a Nuffield 
Scholar at the SA Dorper Office, who also had 
very positive things to say about Dorpers.

SA is proud to know that this “proudly South 
African” product is loved all over the world.

Breed Director, Charlotte Milne
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Butchers are mad about the Dorper carcass and say they 
are “magnificent”!

Pat & Trish McGuinnes

Pat is a cotton agronomist and the small White Dorper 
stud but a sideline.

The White Dorper ram “Rambo” looks after the lambs 
when the ewes are grazing and will not let anybody near 
his off-spring.

Thanks to the intelligent nature of Dorper it has been 
much easier to run a day job and a farm.

Mark & Julie Cullinan - NSW

120 years of Merino farming changed to Dorpers!

Management became easier, resistance towards Dorpers 
is fast disappearing and Mark is happy with the options 
and returns that Dorpers offer.

Michael & Sue Lyons - Queensland

Receive $4 more per kg carcass weight 
than for Merinos. Dorpers survive in 
drought conditions. Shedding is the main 
advantage.

Andrew & Meagan Mosely - Etiwanda

Their White Dorpers are adapted and 
designed to thrive and survive under 
rangeland conditions.

Performance recording through Lamb 
Plan.
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of the Dorpers there 

*****It was a privilege receiving a copy of this 
journal and seeing all the wonderful progress with 
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We had a visit from Cameron Tubby, a Nuffield 
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As supplier of superior genetics, great 
responsibility rests on the stud industry, 
to ensure progressive improvement of 
the economical production potential 
of the breeding flocks. It would not be 
possible to honour this responsibility if 
the integrity of the stud industry was not 
absolutely above suspicion.

One difinition of integrity reads: “A 
Contolled, regulated life( industry) 
where there is complete balance 
between the spititual, intellectual and 
physical.”

Animal recording is one of the basic 
requirements of stud breeding. One of 

the corner stones of the stud industry is that animal 
recording (registration- and performance recording) 
is handled by independent bodies such as Stud Book 
and the ARC on the Intergis.

The integrity of the data recorded and processed on 
the Intergis is monitored by SA Studbook and the 
ARC through random parantage verifications and 
various ‘checks and balances’ built into the Intergis 
system.   These verify the validity of data according to 
the stipulations of the Animal Improvement Act and 
the constitutions of SA Stud Book and the breeders’ 
societies, as well as the basic animal science rules.

However, the responsibility of ensuring the integrity of 
the information of stud animals also rests largely on 
the shoulders of the breeders who supply the basic 
information, as well as on the breeders’ societies who 
are responsible for the formulation and application of 
the necessary rules and breed standards.

Due to the independance of the animal-recording 
bodies, the sophisticated verification methods in the 
Intergis system and the co-operation of breeders and 
societies, there is no reason to doubt the integrity of 
the stud data.

However, what occurs between the breeder and 
his agent/auctioneer, is beyond the control of the 
mentioned role players. In this regard we can only 
depend on the integrity of the breeders to see to it that, 
even in their private dealings, be it private deals or via 
an agent/auctioneer, the integrity of the stud industry 
as a whole be kept above any suspicion.

Met erkenning aan/ With acknowledgement to:
SA STUD BREEDER/SA STOETTELER

As die verskaffer van meerderwaardige 
genetika ten einde progressiewe 
verbetering van die ekonomiese 
produksiepotensiaal van die nasionale 
veekudde te verwesenlik, rus daar ‘n groot 
verantwoordelikheid op die stoetbedryf. 
Dit sal in die eerste plek nie moontlik 
wees om hierdie verantwoordelikheid 
gestand te doen as die integriteit van die 
stoetbedryf nie absoluut bo verdenking 
staan nie.

Een definisie van integriteit lui as volg:

“’n Gekontroleerde, gereguleerde lewe 
(bedryf), waarin daar volkome balans 
is tussen die geeslike, intellektuele en 
fisiese”

Diere-aantekening is een van die basiese vereistes van 
stoetteling. Een van die hoekstene van die stoetbedryf 
is dat diere aantekening (registrasie- en prestasie-
aantekening) deur onafhanklike instansies soos SA 
Stamboek en die LNR op die Intergis gehanteer word.

Die integriteit van die data aangeteken en verwerk op die 
Intergis word deur SA Stamboek en die LNR gemonitor 
deur willekeurige ouer verifikasie en verskeie kontroles 
en balanse wat in die Intergis stelsel ingebou is.  Dit 
bevestig geldigheid van data  kragtens die vereistes van 
die Wet op Veeverbetering en die grondwette van SA 
Stamboek en die telersgenootskappe, sowel as basiese 
diere-wetenskap reëls.

Nogtans rus die verantwoordelikheid, om die integriteit 
van inligting oor stoetdiere te verseker, grootliks op die 
skouers van telers wie die basiese inligting moet verskaf 
asook op die telersgenootskappe wie verantwoordelik 
is vir die formulering en aanwendig van die nodige 
reëls en rasstandaarde.

Weens die onafhanklikheid van die diere 
-aantekeninginstansies, die gesofistikeerde 
verifiëringstoetse in die Intergis-stelsel en die 
samewerking van telers en genootskappe, is daar geen 
rede om te twyfel aan die integriteit van stoetdata nie.

Wat egter tussen die teler en sy agent of afslaer gebeur, 
is buite die beheer van die genoemde rolspelers.   Daar 
kan in hierdie verband slegs op die integriteit van telers 
staat gemaak word om ook in hulle onderhandelinge, 
hetsy uit die hand of deur ‘n agent/afslaer, toe te 
sien dat die integriteit van die hele stoetbedryf bo 
verdenking staan.

Integriteit van telers
INTEGRITY OF BREEDERS

Dr Pierre van Rooyen
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Dr.Quentin.P.Campbell :-  een van die Ras se grootste 
Persoonlikhede en betrek by die Dorper Ras vir 
baie,baie jare – min, indien enige, het meer bygedra 
tot die Ras se ontwikkeling  in die algemeen as die 
alom bekende, alom gerespekteerde en alom beminde 
karakter. Afgesien van die feit dat hy `n uiterste 
intelligente navorser is met `n massa praktisiese kennis 
en ondervinding, het hy gelukkig die vermoë om dit 
alles oor te dra aan ander mense in sy lesings – daarby 
is hy `n ware mens-mens met `n wonderlike sin van 
humor!!!. 

Dr. Quentin het Dorper navorsing begin in 1957, 
was aangestel as Dorper Inspekteur en Beoordelaar 
in 1960 en het sy Meestersgraad in 1961 behaal met 
sy tesis –“The Growth of Dorper Lambs” – gedurende 
1964 is hy aangestel om te dien as die Departementele 
Verteenwoordiger op die Dorper Raad en is in 
diselfde jaar aangewys as Hoof van die SA Vleisskaap 
Prestasietoets Skema. In 1974 is Dr. Quentin sy 
Doktors Graad toegeken vir sy tesis “The Economically 
Important Characteristics of  Dorpers”.

In die jaar 1986 het hy `n baie insiggewende boek in 
Afrikaans gepubliseer met die title “Maak Geld met 
Vleisskape - die boek het hy toe later in Engels vertaal, 
opgradeer en uitgegee in 1990.

Dr. Quentin Campbell se naam is baie verdienslik op 
die Dorper Ererol geplaas in 1988 ter erkenning van 
sy fantastiese hoeveelheid werk wat hy mee betrokke 
was vir die Dorperras – hy het baie navorsing vir die 
bedryf gedoen – hy het Junior en Senior Kursusse 
op baie verskeie plekke aangebied- hy het op talle 
platteland se skoue beoordeel – hy het baie Nasionale 
Kampioenskappe beoordeel – hy het baie telers met 
hul teel seleksies gehelp – maar sy grootste bydrae 
was vir seker die Prestasie en Nageslagtoetsskema wat 
hy eers ontwikkel het, toe in werking gestel het en 
aanhoudend deur die jare verbeter het.

Dr. Quentin is `n man met vele talente en moontlik 
die beste van diè is sy visie – hy kon nog altyd sien in 
watter rigting die Ras moet verbeter om voerentoe te 
kan beweeg.

Ek beskou die geleentheid wat ek gehad het om met 
tye saam met Dr. Campbell te werk as ̀ n baie groot eer 
en voorreg – eerstens was ek betrokke by die navorsing 
wat hy moes doen vir sy Doktorskap tesis – heelwat 
van die navorsing het hy op my plaas gedoen in die 
1960’s – ons het rekord gehou, ons het geweeg, ons het 
gemeet, ons het geklas, ons het die Bloemfontein en 
Port Elizabeth slagpale besoek om die kudde lammers 
se vordering te monitor vanaf geboorte tot gradeering 
en dan tot by die bemarking daarvan – dit was vir my 
alles net `n wonderlike “leer” ondervinding.

Wêreldwyd het telers van lewendehawe, oor die jare 
tot die besef gekom dat die gebruik van bykomende 
hulpmiddels van die uiterste belang is met die seleksie 
van teelmateriaal vir die verbetering van hul teeldiere - 
sekere Kleinvee deskundiges het al in 1940 verwys na 
Prestasietoetsing in verskeie publikasies as hulpmiddel 
om teeldiere te evalueer (dws; Winters – 1940; 
Lusch-1947; Carter & Gaines-1960; Clarke-1967; 
Helen Turner-1968; Lampprecht-1970; Owen-1971; 
Dr. QP Campbell-1974).

Ek is bevrees dat dit vir ons Dorper telers in Suid-
Afrika baie lank geneem het om die waarde van die 
konsep te verstaan en om dit te implementeer, maar 
gelukkig het ons Genootskap onlangs baie positiewe 
stappe geneem om te verseker dat ons telers kan en 
sal die fasiliteite wat verskaf word deur Dorper 21, ten 
volle gebruik. (Die Raad het besluit dat deelname nou 
verpligtend is!!).

Vir `n baie lang tydperk, was baie telers van mening 
dat die wonderlike verbetering wat bereik was in 
die vroeër jare van die Dorperras se ontwikkeling, 
handhaaf kon word deur eenvoudig voort te gaan 
met die fenotipiese seleksie van diere. Wat hulle nie 
in ag geneem het nie was dat die baie aantreklike 
“kunsmatig gevoerde Skou diere” nie regtig resultate 
lewer waarvoor die Ras oorspronklik geskep is nie – 
ons het diere geteel met pragtige voorkoms, uitstaande 
bouvorm en vleis eienskappe maar ons was besig om 
die baie belangrike ander eienskappe te verloor soos 
gehardkeid, aanpasbaarheid en vrugbaarheid

Nietemin is ons Ras baie gelukkig deurdat sommige van 
ons ouer telers wat betrek was met teling en seleksie, 
nooit die belangrikheid van Rekord-houding en 
Prestasietoetsing uit die oog uit verloor het nie – twee 
van die ouer gaarde (Stoettelers – Albert van Niekerk 
en Robbie Meintjies) het vir baie jare hierdie stelsels 
toegepas en dit het ‘n baie voordelige uitwerking 
vir hul eie teel beleid en programme beteken. Die 
derde persoon betrek by die stelsels is natuurlik Dr. 
Quentun Campbell – die Landbou Departement se 
eerste “Hoof’ van die Nasionale Kleinvee Prestasie en 
Nageslagtoetsskema.

Hierdie artikel is `n poging om die baie groot invloed 
en trefkrag wat die drie persone op ons Dorper 
bedryf gehad het, te erken - ons skuld hulle `n baie 
groot hoeveelheid dankbaarheid vir hul moed en 
deursettingsvermoë – dikwels moes hulle baie kritiek 
verduur vanaf mede telers omdat hul diere nie altyd 
so “mooi” was soos die Skouwenners nie – hulle was 
tot gesê dat hulle net tyd mors met Prestasietoetsing  - 
maar tyd en die feite het vir ons bewys dat hulle eintlik 
die telers is wat nog altyd op die regte spoor was.

Erkenning aan dié wat al ‘n langpad loop
Prestasietoetsing
(geskryf deur Rodney Rayner – hy vra om verskoning vir enige taalfoute!)
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pioniers van Prestasietoetsing – ‘n familie wat die visie 
gehad het om diè praktyk toe te pas baie jare terug en 
dan die volharding gehad het om daarmee aan te hou 
vir die meer as 50 jaar wat dit in gebruik is.

Ons het Robbie gevra om asseblief sy gedagtes te 
laat terug gaan na die tye toe die idée van Prestasie 
Toetsing eers onstaan het en hoe dit later ontwikkel 
het in hulle area en hoe dit hom gehelp het met sy eie 
Dorper teelt seleksies – Robbie het voorendag gekom 
met baie interessante feite en “gebeurtenisse” wat van 
belang is in die geskiedenis van ons Dorper Ras.

Gedurende `n Dorper Dag gehou in die Herbert en 
Hay distrikte van die Noord-Kaap in 1959, was dit 
besluit om ‘n baie positiewe poging aan te wend om 
`n beter Dorperskaap te teel. `n Komitee bestaande uit 
vooraanstaande telers in daardie areas,  was gekies 
onder die Voorsitterskap van Mnr. JH Scheuder – dit 
het binnekort duidelik geword dat`n Klub benodig  
word om te sorg vir die ontwikkeling van die Dorper 
op`n meer wetenskaplike basis – na vele vergaderings  
en baie harde werk het die komitee gereël vir die 
stigting van die Veld-Dorper Klub op 17de Julie 
1959. (Later is die Klub se naam verander en staan 
nou bekend as “Noord-Kaap Dorper Klub”). Dit is 
nou meer as 50 jaar dat die Klub aktief betrokke is 
met die aanmoediging en aanbeveling aan telers 
om Veldaangepaste Dorpers te teel deur die gebruik 
van uitslae ontvang van Prestasietoetsing -  dit is ook 
hier waar die konsep van Veldram Projekte ontstaan 
het. Soos Robbie baie korrek dit stel - “Hierdie was 
eintlik die begin van Prestasietoetsing vir nie alleenlik 
die Dorper nie, maar wel vir enige Vleisskaap Ras in 
Suid-Afrika – die skema vir beeste was ook in daardie 
jare maar in die begin stadium en was eers amptelik 
geloots in 1959”.

Die Komitee van die Klub het `n amptelike besoek 
aan die Departement Lanbou en aan die Universiteit 
Pretoria afgelê waar hulle deskundiges soos Prof.Jan 
Bonsma, Prof.F.Bonsma, Prof. Danie Joubert en ander 
kon raadpleeg vir informasie en leiding – as mens 
mooi dink oor die redes waarom die Klub oorspronklik 
gevorm is, sal mens besef dat dit presies dieselfde 
probleme is wat ons vandag moet hanteer.

Een baie groot verskil is dat die Klub nie meer net `n 
stem in die woestyn is nie  want ons Genootskap het 
nou die belangrikheid van die konsep besef  en is nou 
aktief betrokke om die Prestasietoets route te volg. 

“Doelstellings van Die Veld-Dorperklub” - `n 
opsomming van die oorspronklike:-

“Die doel van die Klub is om die genetiese 
vleisproduserende potentaal van die Dorper kwantetief 
en kwalitief maximal te onwikkel. Klem sal gelê word 
op meting en uiterlike beoordeling sal slegs aanvullend 
wees.”

Om die ideal te bereik sal daar veral vir die volgende 
eienskappe geselekteer word :-

[1] Aanpasbaarheid [2] Vrugbaarheid [3] Melkproduksie 
[4] Groeisnelheid [5] Bouvom

Ons het baie Skoue saam beoordeel – Platteland, 
Streeks en Nasionale Kampioenskappe – ons het saam 
kursusse op Grootfontein aangebied – ons het saam 
op die Genootskap Raad vir baie jare gedien – ek was 
altyd die een wat voordeel getrek het – ek was die een 
wat kennis opgedoen het by die geleerde “gentleman” 
– al wat ek kan sê is `n nederige “Baie Dankie” aan 
`n groot Dorper geesdriftige vanaf myself en natuurlik 
vanaf die hele Dorper bedryf – ons sal nooit vergeet 
wat u beteken het en wat u gedoen het vir ons geliefde 
ras nie!!.

Dr. Q.P. – ons wens vir jou en Louis `n baie lang en 
gelukkige aftrede toe in Bloemfontein – gevul met baie 
geluk en goeie gesondheid!!! – Nogmaals baie dankie 
vir alles.

Toe Dr. Q.P. aftree het hy `n brief aan die Dorper 
Raad gerig - `n ideale voorbeeld en so tipies van die 
Dr. Campbell wat ons leer ken het, bemin het en 
gerespekteer het- dit is ‘n moet druk en sal elders in 
die publikasie verskyn.

Mnr. Robbie Meintjies:- Een van die stil mense van 
die Dorper bedryf – Robbie sê nie veel nie – hy 
doen dinge!!. - `n voormalige Raadslid en `n  Dorper 
Inspekteur vir baie, baie jare en een wat ̀ n wonderlike 
diens vir die Ras oor die jare verrig het en wat ons 
opregte dankbaarheid verdien.

Sonder twyfel is die Meintjies familie een van die 

“Onse Dok” mis nie sommer ‘n Dorper byeenkoms 
nie!
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Hy is net jammer dat daar nie 50jaar terug al die 
huidige tegnologie beskikbaar was nie.

Hy doen `n beroep op al ons telers om Dorper 21 te 
gebruik as een van die belangrikste hulpmiddels in 
hul seleksie. Hy vra dat telers dit nie net gebruik as `n 
verkooptegniek om voornemende kopers te beindruk 
nie – gebruik dit vir jou eie teel seleksies.

Robbie – Baie dankie dat jy bereid was om al die 
informasie met ons deel – jou massiewe insette en 
visie in Prestasie Toetsing en Veldram Projekte word 
baie waardeer deur die Dorper bedryf as geheel en 
sal vir altyd onthou word – al wat ons kan sê is `n 
nederige maar baie opregte “Baie Dankie”!!!.

Mnr. Albert van Niekerk:-  Nog een van die stil mense 
van die Dorper bedryf en ook een van daardie wat groot 
hoogtes bereik sonder om`n word te sê, maar deur dit 
sommer te doen !! – Albert het geen voorstelling nodig 
nie omrede dat hy `n baie welbekende persoonlikheid 
is deur die land, nie alleenlik in die Dorper wêreld nie 
maar ook in verskeie boerdery verwante besigheids 
ondernemings en ko-operasies.

Hierdie skrywe handel oor sy betrokkenheid by die 
Prestasietoetsing van Dorpers , maar ek wil graag net 
`n bietjie agtergrond gee en ‘n paar van  die mylpale 
noem wat hy in die Dorper bedryf as geheel bereik 
het – om mee te begin het hy `n suksesvolle Diploma 
Kursus aan die Grootfontein Landboukollege voltooi 
in 1952, en dit was veral in sy tweede jaar dat hy begin 
belangstel het in die ontwikkelling van die Dorperras. 
Albert het begin boer met Dorpers in Januarie 1953, en 
sy kennis van die ras verbreed deur advies te vra by die 
leidende Dorper telers, Raadslede van die Genootskap 
en by baie van die Departementele Beamptes betrokke 
met die ontwikkeling van die Ras. Albert het ook soveel 
moontlik Dorper dae en kursusse bygewoon, maar 
dit was oorlede Oom Schalk Bosman en Dr. Quentin 
Campbell wat hom oorreed het dat Prestasietoetsing 
die regte pad vorentoe sal wees.

Hulle Dorper boerdery het vinnig gevorder en die 

Nota – belangrike praktyke gebruik gedurende die 
begin stadium:-

[1]Identifikasie van die dier [2] Lammers moes binne 
`n week gemerk word en die ooi geweeg word [3] 
Lammers moet op 120dae geweeg word (dit was later 
verander na 100 dae – 25%van die swakste groeiers 
word geprul [4] Lammers word weer op 12 maande 
ouderdom geweeg en die swakste 10% word geprul.

Na aanleiding van `n versoek van Prof. Danie Joubert 
(eerste beskermheer van die klub), is `n brief aan Dr. 
JH Hofmeyer van Pretoria gerig, via die Klub om `n 
bydrae te maak met die opstel van die Departementele 
Prestasie en Nageslagtoets Skema, aangesien hier 
praktiese ervaring beskikbaar was. Die voorstel was 
goed ontvang deur die Dept. en die Skema was in 
1964 geimplementeer met Dr. QP Campbell aangestel 
as die “Hoof”.

Op daardie stadium was daar heelwat teenkanting van 
die Stoetbedryf en net `n paar telers het deelgeneem – 
tot Oom Hennie de Smidt was eers baie skepties, maar 
het later aan Robbie persoonlik erken dat dit “`n goeie 
rigting is vir ons Dorpers”.

In 1966 het Robbie en sy Pa amptelik ingeskakel by 
die Staat se Skema aangesien hulle alles alreeds vanaf 
1959 op die regte manier gedoen het  - dit maak die 
“Witwater Dorper Stoet” van Griekwastad die oudste 
Prestasiegetoetste Stoetery van enige Ras in die Land.

Om die waarheid te vertel het hulle al die inligting  (en 
nog baie meer) soos benodig by Dorper 21 ten volle 
beskikbaar op rekord – dit is `n fantastiese prestasie 
en verdien die hoogste lof en waardering – iets om 
op baie trots te wees -  “Baie, Baie Geluk”aan die 
Meintjies familie, vanaf die hele Dorper bedryf!!.

Robbie se waarneming oor die jare is dat daar wel `n 
effe verandering in die vorm van die diere is wat goed 
presteer – dit het in die verlede boere weerhou om sulke 
diere te koop en te gebruik, want hulle is nie so mooi 
soos die skou en veiling diere nie  - hierdie moontlike 
verandering in voorkoms was reeds in 1961 deur die 
klub met Prof. F Bonsma aangespreek. Die neiging 
om eerder die “fancy-oorvet gevoerde” ramme aan te 
koop het nou begin verander vandat die kommersiële 
boere begin besef het dat hulle baie beter resultate kan 
kry van diere aangekoop op Veldram veilings. 

Robbie is nie aanleenlik ̀ n pionier van Prestasietoetsing 
nie, maar is ook `n pionier in bogenoemde Veldram 
Projekte – hy is betrokke en dien nog steeds op die 
bestuur van die NoordKaap Veldram Projek vanaf sy 
ontstaan 25 jaar gelede.. Hierdie Griekwastad Projek 
is die oudste en die mees suksesvolle projek tot dusver 
in die land – hulle hou streng by die reels en laat nou 
net Ramme toe op die projek wat geteel is uit diere op 
rekord by Dorper 21 – dit is om te verseker dat syfers 
vir BLUP aan voornemende kopers kan voorsien word 
by al die ander prestasie data.

Robbie noem net een waarskuwing aan kopers – hulle 
moet onthou dat prestasie op die veld net een eienskap 
is wat gemeet word en sonder die teelwaardes en alle 
ander eienskappe, bly dit net `n halwe prentjie.

“Mr Meintjies shows how he feels the sheep’s ribs to 
evaluate the degree of fat cover. One should be able 

to feel the ribs easily he says, but they should not 
resemble a sheet of corrugated iron. Ralph Hirshell, of 

the Meat Board, taught him the method.”
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slaglammers word nog op `n gereelde basis gedoen by 
die uitvoer abattoir te Groblershoop in samewerking 
met die Vleisraad  gradeerders.

Prestasietoetsing was nog deurentyd gebruik, maar 
Klipkoppies het oorgeskakel na `n hoër vlak in 1978 
met die bystand en samewerking van Dr. Campbell 
- om die Stoet diere se aanpassing en gehardheid 
eienskappe te bepaal is die volgende stap geneem 
- `n donasie van ramme en ooie is gemaak aan die 
Universiteit Pretoria wat in samewerkinking met die 
Bencurion Universiteit in Israel,die diere gebruik het 
vir navorsing doeleindes (die diere is toe na Israel 
uitgevoer).

Om embrio oorplantings te bevorder was die werk 
was gemonitor deur Professors Fanie Schoeman en 
Willem van Niekerk van die Pretoria Universiteit – vir 
Dorpers het die program uitstekend gewerk en het baie 
belangstelling gelok – as `n direkte resultaat daarvan 
is embrio’s uitgevoer na Israel, Saudi Arabia. United 
Arab Emirates en verskeie Afrika state.

Vanaf die vroeë 1980’s het die Klipkoppies Dorper 
Stoet met groot weslae deelgeneem in baie Veldram 
Projekte landswyd – die Projekte is almal gehou onder 
die beskerming van die Genootskap en onder andere 
sluit dit die volgende plekke in – Tweedie (Natal) 
Cradock, Colesberg, Brandvlei en Kenhardt – ook 
Griekwastad, waar vir meer as 20jaar die Stoetery 
se Ramme baie goed presteer het. Vanaf 1985 het 
Klipkoppies Veld grootgemaakte Prestasiegetoetste 
Ramme op hul jaarlikste privaat veilings aangebied (2 
per jaar). Op die 17de September 2009 was dit hulle 
45ste veiling en op daardie veiling was 45% van die 
ooie aangebied een van `n tweeling – deesdae kan 

eerste amptelike Inspeksie is deur oorlede Hennie de 
Smidt gedoen in Januarie 1960 - dit was die begin van 
die “Klipkoppies Stoetery” in die Kenhardt distrik. In 
1968 was Albert aangestel as Inspeteur en Beoordelaar 
van die Dorper Genootskap - dieselde jaar is hy as 
Voorsitter gekies van Dorperland Dorper Klub op hul 
stigtingsvergadering – `n amp wat hy beklee het vir 
10 jaar- meeste van hulle saam met sy vrou Elise as 
sekretaresse - `n fantastiese kombinasie – maar ons 
ken almal die gesegde “agter elke suksesvolle man 
is daar `n suksesvolle vrou” – die gesegde kon maar 
oorspronklik net vir die “Klipkoppies” van Niekerks 
geskryf gewees het – Elise is nog altyd saam en agter 
Albert in alles wat hy doen en bereik - `n wonderlike 
ondersteunende vennoot vir hom en hulle was nog 
altyd `n uitstaande voorbeeld vir ons hele Dorper 
familie!!!. Albert was verkies om op die Dorper 
Telersgenootskap Raad te dien in die jaar 1969 - hy het 
op die Raad gedien ongebroke tot en met sy uitrede in 
1996 en het as vise-President gedien vir die jare 1986 
tot 1989 en toe as President van die Genootskap vanaf 
1989 tot 1996.

Albert van Niekerk  was regtig ̀ n uitstaande President en 
het altyd die Ras eerste geplaas in alles wat hy gedoen 
het - elke besluit wat hy moes maak het hy eers  baie 
versigtig en deeglik ondersoek – deur dit alles, ongeag 
hoe moeilik of onaangenaam die situasie, hy het koel 
en kalm gebly en was al die perfekte”Gentleman”.

(Net `n kort storie in verband met Albert se 
oorspronklike verkiesing tot die Raad – die het plaas 
gevind na ‘n taamlike “warm” AJV in Bloemfontein en 
dit het so gebeur dat ek ook daardie dag verkies is 
om te dien op die Raad - na die verkiesing van die 
verskeie poste voltooi was, het ek en Albert gestaan 
so effe weg van die ander Raaslede, toe `n baie senior 
lid na ons toe gestap het – ons het gedink hy gaan ons 
geluk wens maar inteendeel het hy ons meegedeel dat 
ons absoluut geen aanwins vir die Raad sal wees nie 
en hy was bitter teleurgestel dat die lede ons gekies het 
– nie `n aangename verwelkoming vir ons nie!!!.Die 
rede waarom ek die storie hier vertel is om te bewys 
net hoe verkeerd `n persoon kan wees – nie in my 
geval nie , maar ek weet en ek dink ons weet almal, 
daar was nog nooit `n beter ambassadeur of iemand 
wat meer gedoen het vir die Dorperras as Albert van 
Niekerk homself nie – en die man wou hom nie daar 
gehad het nie!!!).

Net ̀ n verdere bewys wat Albert vir ons Bedryf beteken 
is die feit dat hy uitgewys was as “Suid-Afrika  Boer 
van die Jaar” in1987 – wat `n groot eer vir hom en sy 
familie en nog `n groot prestasie vir ons in die Dorper 
wêreld om op trots te wees.

Reg van die begin af, van wanneer hy met Dorpers 
begin boer het, was Alberts se doel om op Klipkoppies 
`n dier te teel wat gehard is en aanpasbaar onder 
ekstensiewe toestande – ook baie vrugbaar en met hoë 
kwaliteit, baie smaaklike karkasse. Om seker te maak 
hy is op die regte pad, het hy al in 1970 navorsing 
laat doen oor karkas gehalte en smaaklikheid by beide 
Bloemfontein en Pretoria Universiteite, en later nog 
ook op Irene. Karkas evaluasies van die Klipkoppies 

“Prof Schoeman with Dorpers, which are highly 
suited to Israel’s arid regions.”
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al die diere wat aangebied word op die veilings, die 
Prestasie data ook nou BLUP insluit.

Die streng toepassing van Prestasietoetsing het `n 
groot invloed gehad op die wonderlike verbetering en 
produksie van die Klipkoppies Stoet en Kudde – inter 
alia as volg:-

[a] Lam% gebaseer op ooie gepaar en lammers 
geproduseer = 150%

[b] Die getal T5 ooie in die Stoet staan nou op 950  –  
almal prestasie getoets vanaf 1999.

[c] Die toepassing van versigtige seleksie en 
parings praktyke van verskillende bloedlyne maak 
prestasietoetsing `n essensiele hulpmiddel, en het 
hulle instaat gestel om `n Dorper te teel wat vinnig 
groei en geen byvoeding benodig op die veld nie. Op 
die ouderdom van 4 tot 5 maande is die gemiddelde 
karkas massa 18 tot 22kg. Selfs karkasse wat tot 25kg 
uitslag gradeer nog SA2 en 3.

Prestasietoetsing het die gevolg gehad dat die Stoet 
baie Merit diere kon teel wat veskeie toekennings 
ontvang het – hier volg `n paar voorbeelde van die 
laaste tyd:-

[a] 2009 Nationale Veldram Projek – De Aar – hoogste 
gemiddelde Indeks van 113% uit 31 telers en 241 
Ramme wat deelgeneem het [b] 2006 Brandvlei – 
Veldram veiling – hoogste sel Indeks van 125% - 26 
telers 152 ramme [c] 2006 Noord-Kaap Veldram 
veiling – Griekwastad – Tweeling Ram behaal Sel 
Indeks van 123%- 23 telers 170 ramme

[d]2003 - Noord-Kaap Veldram veiling – Griekwastad 
– hoogste gemiddelde Sel.Indeks – 27 telers.[e] 1999 - 
Noord-Kaap Veldram veiling – Griekwastad – hoogste 
gemidelde Sel.Indeks 133% - testis mate +5 – 221 
ramme.

Hierbo is al die nodige bewyse om te seker te wees 
dat Prestasietoetsing werk – al wat daar oor om te 
sê is “Baie, Baie Geluk “aan Albert en sy familie – 
julle sukses is `n fantastiese doelwit  wat julle bereik 
het – ons, as die Dorper familie is baie trots en baie 
dankbaar dat julle ons die regte pad gewys het – “ 
Baie, Baie Dankie”!!!.

Ten slotte – Albert sê as hy weer moet begin boer, sal 
prestasie meting sy eerste prioriteit wees – hy beveel 
dit aan vir elke teler wat ernstig is met sy besigheid.

Wyse woorde van `n man wat weet en nog bewys het 
– dink daaroor!!!

 Posbus 1362
 BLOEMFONTEIN
 9300
Die president, Mev Watermeyer en Raadslede
Dorpertelersgenootskap
MIDDELBURG Kaap 1.9.1995
Beste Albert, Maurine en al my vriende ( indien ek nog so-iets het!)
Ek wil net baie dankie sê vir die pragtige fles wat julle vir my en Louie gegee het.
Wat sê mens nou vir persone met wie jy so ‘n lang pad geloop het?
Ek is net jammer ek was so grieperig met die jaarvergadering.   Dit gaan in 
elk geval nou beter met my.   Gister sê ‘n persoon vir my, wat ook baie ry en 
siek was, hy is nou met sy vyfde dokter en sesde apteker klaar en nou voel hy 
eers sleg!
Ton en Bennie, ek was gister by Lubbe Cilliers se plek en julle kan gerus  gaan 
kyk na hulle lammers. Daar is ‘n klomp uitstekende Smoky-lammers en ook ‘n 
baie belowende Nelson-ramlam.
Albert, ekskuus, “Mnr die Voorsitter”, ons sal nog ‘n gemmertjie moet drink, 
of hoe?
Dolf, ek het amper die brief met ‘n Damarapen geskryf.   Het ons nie belsuit om 
Dorper-penne te laat maak nie?   Jammer, ek sal probeer om nie van die kantlyn 
af raad te gee nie.
Ernest, Paul en Ron ek het belowe ek sal nog vir julle besoek en sal dit nog doen.
John, sterkte met jou probleme.
Robbie, ek sal probeer om julle veiling by te woon.
Aan al die ander raadslede, sterkte en ek hoop ek sien julle binnekort.
Julle boggers, ek hoop julle waardeer die brief en koester dit. Die laaste per-
soonlike brief in my eie handskrif het ek vir Louie geskryf toe ek nog na haar 
gevry het!   Sy ontken dit, nie die brief nie, maar dat ons gevry het!
Maurine, kan jy asseblief die brief of afskrifte aan die raad stuur.
Vir almal se kennis, my adres is 14 Dersleystraat, Bayswater, Bloemfontein 
9301
My huis is net af van Eeufeesweg en het ‘n krom kareeboom en ‘n groot ysterk-
lip voor die   deur.  Julle kan vir my kom kuier.
Elk  geval Albert, ek dink ons moet nog êrens party hou.
Volgende week trou my seun Quentin van Vryburg en dan wil ek so van die 18de 
vir my vriend Thys van Schalkwyk in Namibië gaan kuier vir ‘n paar dae.
Ek wil nog verder skryf maar ek kan nie meer papier te leen kry by die kan-
toor-dames nie.
Liefde groete (vir Maurine) en manne, sit maar die stryd voort alhoewel dit nie 
te sê is julle gaan dit wen nie!
Quentin
PS Kan ek asseblief volgende jaar nog steeds een van die sakboekies kry wat 
ek help ontwerp het en ‘n almanak?    Verskoon die vaal kolle op die brief – dit 
is ‘n paar trane…….
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KLK Landbou Bpk hou die Internasionale Dorperveiling te Upington. Die hoogste prys van R130 000 is betaal vir 
’n Witdorperram van Mnr Kosie Esterhuizen van Koës, Namibië deur Mev Julia Burger van Gochas, Namibië. Die 
2de hoogste prys van R50 000 is betaal ook vir ’n ram van Kosie Esterhuizen deur Ronnie Coleman van Rosh Pinha, 
Namibië.

Die hoogste prys van R100 000 is betaal vir ’n Dorperram van Mnr Philip Strauss van Karasburg, Namibie deur 
Mnre Floors Nell, Kola Steyn en Louis De Scande almal van Namibië. Die 2de hoogste prys van R50 000 is betaal 
ook vir ’n ram van Mnr Philip Strauss deur Mnr PF Strauss van Namibië.

Die hoogste prys van R15 000 is betaal vir ’n Wit Dorperooi van Mnr Gertjie Lötter van Aberdeen deur Mnr Ronnie 
Coleman van Rosh Pinha, Namibië. Die hoogste prys van R12 000 is betaal  vir 3 Dorperooie onderskeidelik van 
Mnr ML Phillips van Tarkastad deur Mnr Sakkie Liebenberg van Hoeksplaas Dorpers.

Mnre Deon Klopper en Andy Miller was die afslaers.  

Die omset op die veiling was R2 783 700.

internasionale
DORPER VEILING

Duurste Witdorperram op die veiling.  VLNR: Julia Burger, 
Koper van Namibië. Kosie Esterhuizen, Verkoper van Na-

mibië. Willem Steenkamp, Hanteerder van KLK

Duurste Dorperram op die veiling. Agter VLNR:  Louis 
De Scande, Koper van Namibië. Kola Steyn, Koper van 
Namibië. Floors Nel, Koper van Namibië. Philip Strauss, 
Verkoper van Namibië. Voor: Abraham Rooi, Hanteerder 

van Philip Strauss

Duurtse ooi op die Veiling. VLNR: Gertjie Lötter, Verkoper. 
Ampie Luther, Hanteerder van Gertjie Lötter
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Life cycle of the wasp parasiteThat the fly plays an important role in nature is not 
to be questioned, but they can still be a terrible nui-
sance. 

Although flies can never be eradicated, they can still 
be brought under control, if things are done correctly.

Biological control
Why?

Especially dairies, meat and egg producers are expect-
ed to change over to alternative methods to chemical 
control.  Control which focuses on the adult fly can-
not be effective, because by the time one sees a fly to 
control, you probably have a 60% chance that she has 
already laid her 900 eggs.

How?

Muscidifurax raptor and Nasonia spp.

- These wasps (parasites) attack up to 10 different 
kinds of flies, including blowflies and horse flies.

- They are already 100% acclimatised to our climate 
and are currently being increased in our country in 
insectariums.

Habitat

The wasps prefer areas such as damp dung heaps, wet 
feed, compost heaps, where water is leaking or any 
place where flies breed.

They get released in their larval stage into the fly pupa, 
which they then parasitise and complete their life cy-
cle in the pupa.

At chicken runs the parasites can be hung up in bags 
to prevent them being pecked up.

What does it look like?

- The wasps are black and approx. 2 mm long.
- Both types of wasp are nocturnal, ant-like and pre-

fer to walk rather than fly.
- The life cycle of the wasp is about 3 - 4 weeks.
- They can move about 30 - 50 meters and parasitise 

or mutilate about 100 pupa.

“God in His wisdom made the fly and 
in His wisdom didn’t tell us why”

The parasite lays its egg inside fly pupa; egg inside 
fly pupa; 3rd stage larvae of parasite inside fly pupa; 
parasite pupa inside fly pupa; adult parasite leaves fly 
pupa; adult wasp parasite.

NB The parasite cannot become an invader as it para-
sitises fly larvae and fly pupae, after which it dies at the 
end of its natural life cycle of 3-4 weeks. (Should they 
eradicate all flies their life cycle cannot be completed 
ending the population.) They are also endemic.

Fly Facts

• Flies can move between 8 - 14 km every day.
• A female can lay up to 900 eggs in her lifetime of 

up to 30 days.
• Under optimum conditions the fly can complete its 

life cycle in 8 days.
• Flies are carriers of more than 20 different diseases 

such as gastro-enteritis, polio, typhoid, pink-eye, 
tuberculosis, Newcastle disease, etc.

• Cattle use up to a third of their energy to chase 
off flies which causes a decrease in production of 
meat and/or milk.

• Horses get desperately frustrated by flies resulting 
in decreased growth and reproduction.

The Life Cycle of the Fly

Disadvantages of chemical control

• Chemical control gets more expensive every year 
and less effective as resistance develops.

• Rain and the use of water eliminates the effective-
ness of chemicals.

• It can cause pollution and contamination of water.
• It often kills the natural enemies of flies.
• Residues have  been found in milk and animal 

hides - health authorities are already very sensitive 
about it.

• Workers’ unions are dissatisfied with the use of 
chemicals near workers.

• More and more pressure from supermarkets and 
import countries with control measures like EU-
REPGAP that oblige producers to use less chemicals.

 Muscidifurax raptor and Nasonia spp.

Carina Kleynhans  •  083 601 7221  •  www.biofly.co.za
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News • Nuus
from the readers • van die lesers

Who remembers this?
Contributed by Dolf Lategan

Carlton Hotel Menu 1963

A letter sent to Dolf Lategan,  former In-
spector and Author of our Text book Dor-
pers into the New Century

Hi Dolf,
I am not sure you remember me, but I took the 

senior course from you in Ohio 2002. I was the one 
that scored 100% on the theoretical part of the test 
and called the American Dorpers at Riverwood “hot 
dogs”!

I now have my Dorpers in 9 countries and the first 
ones are born here in Sweden in the spring. I moved 
to Mexico and started a flock there and then moved 
back to my home country and are introducing the 
Dorpers here. The interest is huge and I can’t wait 
for them to see what the breed can do. Their mater-
nal breed is a finewool/Dorset cross and the mainly 
use Texels for a terminal sire. 

It is not legal to implant embryos in sheep in Swe-
den, since it’s considered a “bloody” procedure, so 
I had to jump through a lot of hoops to receive an 
exception to that law. We are bound by rulings of 
the EU Commission and it’s not an easy task to get 
through all of the legal levels. Of course this is a big 
step for the sheep industry in Sweden and we are 
implanting other breeds as well next fall. We use a 
Canadian team to do the work and we are teaching 
the swedish veterinarians the technique as we go 
along.

As well, I have had one presentation in Sweden, 
based on your CD and book. Next week I leave for 
Turkey and Hungary to market the Dorper some 
more. Hungary purchased embryos and semen from 
my White Dorpers and I’m presenting the breed at 
the University in Budapest in front of three other 
countries as well: Mongolia, Rumania and Bulgaria. 
I want to thank you for the wonderful material that 
makes the presentations an easy task!

From what I understand, the Dorpers in Europe 
were limited to a flock in Switzerland (now in Ger-
many) and some in France. Very exciting to now see 
the Dorpers spread over Europe! Sweden has the 
highest health status in the world and there isn’t a 
country that I can’t export to from here.

I have thought of you many times throughout my 
Dorper “travels” and wanted to thank you for what 
you tought me and also give you the exciting update 
of the Dorpers development in Europe. I’m doing 
my very best to show their wonderful traits to every-
one that crosses my path. Not a hard job since the 
breed surely speaks for itself!

Thanks again!
Ina Eriksson
BODA FARM Inc.

‘n Briefie uit Waterkloof van ou bekende Dr Jan Hofmeyr:

“Dankie vir die vriendelike gebaar om die tydskrif aan my 
te pos. Ek het met belangstelling deur geblaai en die artikels 
interessant gevind. Daarby het ek nog ‘n paar van die ouer 
gesigte herken! 

Beste wense en voorspoed met u Dorper - werksaamhede.

Vriendelike groete
Jan Hofmeyr
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Ingestuur deur Leon van Niekerk

Hierdie foto is geneem in Australie, deur Ron en 
Sandra Pagett, hulle boer 130 km noord van Bourke 
(NSW) Dorpers need lots of milk/ Dorpers het ge-
noeg melk nodig. Hier drink die drie hansies aan ‘n 
Jerseykoei wat ‘n gewillige “peetma” was.

FERNANDO FERNANDEZ writes 
from Mexico:

Charlotte,

All the Dorper breeders who 
attended the National Show in 
Zacatecas-mexico, asked me to 
write a thank you note to you 
and Andre Nieuwenhuis for the 
excellent judging done here this 
September. Also, we want to thank 
Dolf for recommnding Andre as a 
judge. Thank you Andre for a job 
well done - everyonde was happy 
with the criteria used.

CONGRATULATIONS!

And finally, Charlotte, please let 
the SA Dorper Society know that 
the Mexican Dorper are actively 
promoting the breed here and 
is using the SA Standard of 
Excellence contained in Dolf’s 
book which is serving its purpose 
now that we have the second 
edition in Spanish.

Best regards to you all

Fernando
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“The Lord made all kinds of trees to grown 
out of the ground” - Gen 2:9

A retired business manager bought a lathe 
and took up the hobby of woodturning, 
producing beautiful bowls and other 
ornaments.

“I love working with wood”, he said “it is 
alive!”

God did a wonderful thing when he “made 
all kinds of trees”. Nature generates few 
more useful things than trees.
The big ones look majestic and magnifi cent.
They offer shade from the heat and glare of 
the sun.
Their leaves generate oxygen that replenishes 
the air consumed by animals and humans as 
they breathe.
The leaves make compost that renews fertility 
in the soil.
The fruits borne by some trees provide 
pleasant nutritious food.
The bark of some trees has medicinal 
properties.
So does the oil from others.
Various kinds of wood are used to make a 
wide range of objects
Useful to humankind – furniture, buildings, 
wagons for transport, ships, boats, tools, pit 
props and boxes.
Wood is used for making paper.
Wood is burnt to generate heat for different 
purposes.
At the end of our lives our death is dignifi ed 
when we are placed in a wooden coffi n for 
burial or cremation.
When God became a man in Christ he chose 
to work with wood as a carpenter.
He sailed on Galilee in a boat made of 
wood.
At the last supper He sat on a wooden bench 
and ate and drank from a wooden table.
Finally He died on a wooden cross.

Pause today and thank God that He enriched 
human existence by creating something as 
beautiful, useful and enduring as TREES.

Look after our trees and plant one for every 
special occasion in your life!

Trees

THREE TREES
“IN the middle of the garden were the tree of life and tree of 
knowledge of good and evil” Gen 2:9

Certain trees have a special signifi cance.

Frequently dignitaries plant trees as symbols of friendship, 
peace and hope.

Since they grow slowly there is always the element of a long-
term project in tree-planting.

Sometimes trees are planted in memory of someone special.

The tree of life in the Garden of Eden is also signifi cant.

It is symbolic of nature in its beauty, its strength, its prolifi c 
reproduction and its usefulness to human life. 

It tells us that we use nature and adapt it for our benefi t and 
comfort.

When Jesus was crucifi ed He was so weakened by the scourging 
that someone else, Simon of Cyrene, was roped in to carry His 
cross for Him. At Calvary He was nailed to it and crucifi ed.

So, He who had hammered many nails into pieces of wood 
to earn a living, now met his death by being nailed to a piece 
of wood. It was here that He died to bring salvation to all 
mankind.

In the book of Revelation the fi nal vision of heaven portrays 
another tree, again called “the tree of life”.

It bears twelve crops of fruit, indeed giving life abundant.

Its leaves “are for the healing of nations”.

The world today needs a renewed nature, fruitful and prolifi c 
for its life.

It needs the salvation which Jesus achieved on His cross at 
Calvary and the nations of the world need the healing promised 
in Revelation. Pray for our country and the world with all its 
needs to be saved and healed from all the evil.

When you look at a tree in future remember your responsibility 
to help heal the world.
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were generally very well prepared and well presented 
and the Prizewinners a credit to the breed. One prob-
lem I did encounter and could do nothing about, was 
with the interbreed judging of the 13 different breeds 
as this was performed by all the judges of the differ-
ent breeds and by means of a voting system - some of 
the judges on principal did not come near the Dorper 
entrants to even look at them - not a very satisfactory 
procedure especially seeing that the Dorpers did have 
very competitive entries and should have been placed 
much higher.

The next day Laurie McGrath kindly undertook to 
point out everything of interest amongst at all the ex-
hibits and various competitions which we do not have 
on our shows in SA- such as “wood-chopping” and 
various other events. I also attended the AGM of the 
Eastern Region Branch of the Dorper Society - found 
the meeting very interesting and very informative 

On the Saturday all the breeders packed up and left for 
home- I spent a most enjoyable weekend with Justin & 
Lorroi Kirkby on their farm near Dubbo - the Paggets 
were also there and I did the first Inspection of the 
“Winrae Stud” on their Show animals.

On the Sunday morning Laurie McGrath fetched me at 
the Kirkby’s and we went to their home at Gilgandra 
(the house they bought was originally a hospital and 
they are converting it) - did their “Bundally Stud” in-
spection in the afternoon and then spent the night at 
Laurie and Sandy’s .

Monday - finished the McGraths inspection en route 
and Laurie took me to the Dunn’s farm near Tamworth 
- classed their sheep plus Peter Butchers in the after-
noon and spent the night with Graeme & Lynn Dunn 
- he took me to their other farm near Coonabarabran 
the next morning - classed there and proceeded to 
Binneway, where Sue Patrick fetched me. -  spent two 
nights with them - Inspection of Geoff and Sue’s “Gos-
samer Down” White Dorper Stud the next day - very 
impressed with both the animals and the working fa-
cilities - for first time I saw & used a working race that 
holds 4 to 5 sheep at a time  and lifts them up hydrauli-
cally to ensure they are immobile them while tagging 
and/or working with them.

When I enquired whether there were really Kanga-
roo’s in Australia, (as I had not seen any up to that 
stage), Geoff very kindly took me to a corner of their 
farm where they were in abundance!! ( only then did 
I feel I had really arrived and was seeing Australia.!!).
Thanks Geoff !.

I doubt whether our forefathers, who actually started 
our DORPER breed, ever dreamt that it would become 
so sought-after that its popularity would extend far be-
yond our South African borders - this is of course now 
a known fact and has been increasing over a num-
ber of years - Australia is no exception - the breeders 
there have been importing embryo’s and are very keen 
to learn as much about our breed as possible and to 
achieve this, they utilize our Society Inspectors and 
Judges - hence the invitation and my first visit to that 
vast country.

Right at the start of these articles I would like to take 
the opportunity of thanking everyone who has been 
part of or instrumental in, both for inviting me and for 
organizing my visits to Australia - the hospitality, the 
trouble so many folk have gone to in order to organize 
the traveling, the accommodation, in fact just every-
thing and all with such genuine friendliness and kind-
ness - without exception everyone has been so helpful 
and made me feel so very welcome - Thank you all!! 
(no names for fear of leaving someone out!). At times I 
have been nervous and at times I have been absolutely  
exhausted but everything has been so very interesting 
that it makes the effort all worthwhile.

In all, I have had the privilege of visiting Australia 10 
times since 2004 - and the visits have all been just 
about Dorper Sheep - I have had the honour and plea-
sure to see many areas and meet many people - I have 
not ever had the chance of doing much “sight-seeing” 
as such, but have been fortunate in seeing a great deal 
of the rural heart of that vast country - truly great ex-
perience!! .

The First Visit :- 09.05.2004 to 03.06.2004

I landed at the Sydney Airport on Sunday 09.05.2004 
- my first visit over any waters and it is far!! - I rested 
that first day to get over the “jet-lag” and then my son 
Bert showed me Sydney- a truly beautiful, clean and 
prosperous looking city with magnificent beaches and 
numerous bays all stacked with stylish expensive look-
ing yachts. The things that impressed me more than 
anything else were the complete absence of any signs 
of rubbish, virtually no security fencing and also the 
extremely high standard of the dwellings.

Bert and I flew to Dubbo on Wednesday afternoon 
12.05.04 and the next day I judged both the Dorpers 
and White Dorpers at the Dubbo Show - the standard 
of the sheep exhibited was very good but did tend to 
tail-off somewhat in a few of the classes. The sheep 

AUSTRALIA
Ent i re l y  new and d i f ferent  exper iences

Dorper Involvement over 50 Years and still enjoying it!!

By Rodney Rayner
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defeat and walked on behind them at my leisure!! . 
Anyhow it proved to be well worth all the strain I en-
dured as they took me on a sight-seeing Cruise around 
the famous Sydney Harbour - what an exceptional 
and enjoyable experience and one that I really can 
strongly recommend - a fantastic view of the Sydney 
Harbour Bridge and Opera house and the many other 
interesting points all around the harbour.  Should you 
ever visit there, please just do not make the same mis-
take as I did by leveling criticism about the exterior 
architectural design of the famous Opera House - I can 
assure you it will tend to make you very unpopular! !.

After the boat trip and lunch we made our way through 
the Chinese section of the City center (which was very 
interesting and done at a rather more sedate pace - 
thank goodness!) - on our way to a beautiful revamped 
old Theatre (Name?) that seats more than 2000 people. 
Here we were treated to a fantastic performance of 
“The Lion King” which had already been running for 
about 2 years and still playing to a “full house” at each 
performance held 5 or 6 times a week.

On the Monday June 1st Bert and I flew to Melbourne 
where Bert hired a car and we proceeded to Echuca 
- there we looked at Dorpers he had an interest in, 
running on Phil Candy’s farm (no Inspection as Bert 
had an interest in the sheep) and the next morning 
we drove to Deniliquin - there were also some of the 
same sheep at the Artificial Breeding Center - looked 
at them and was then fetched there by Ken Butcher to 
do his inspection on their farm in the Hay district - the 
“Bushveld Stud”. After spending the night in Ken and 
Tertia’s novel guest cottage (it is a very well adapted 
old train coach!), Ken drove me back to Deniliquin 
where Bert picked me up and we drove back to Mel-
bourne and then flew to Sydney.

The next day was the long flight back to Johannesburg 
and to Port Elizabeth - I was exhausted but really did 
enjoy the entire long but so very interesting trip - all 
the Australians I met and/or stayed with were most 
friendly and hospitable and were all so very kind to 
me. It was great - and once again, a big “Thank you” 
to all of them !!.

The  2nd Visit - 17.09.2005 to 03.10.2005

The plane left PE on a Saturday afternoon and after 
changing flights at Jan Smuts airport I landed in Perth 
at 8 am (their time) on Sunday morning - a much short-
er flight than to Sydney! . Adrian Veitch had kindly un-
dertaken to fetch me at the Airport and we immediately 
left for Narrogin - we arrived there at about lunch time 
and it was great meeting Rose and of course Meghan 
and Aiden - (Rose hails from South Africa (from Steyns-
burg only 100 km from my home town of Cradock -  
and I know some of her family - small world!!). I had a 
chance to just relax that afternoon and later on see the 
“Allstock Breeding Center” that Adrian and his team 
of experts run - they specialize in Embryo transplant 
work for a great many breeds and cover a very large 
area both in Australia and abroad.

I did the Inspection of the “Kaya” Dorper and White 
Dorper Studs on the Monday and Tuesday morning 

Steve Cresswell fetched me at the Patricks and took me 
to his farm at Dubbo- Inspection of his “Annalara Stud 
“there in the afternoon and early the next morning - 
after spending two nights with Steve, Peter Deveson 
took me to the “Macquarrie Stud” which is run at the 
MAB Embryo Centre (also near Dubbo) - from there 
to the Kirkby’s again and duly  completed their own 
Inspection over the week-end.

On the Monday Peter Deveson took me all the way 
to Cobar where I was met by Mike Boyd and taken to 
their farm in the “outback”- 120 km from Cobar. Af-
ter repeated warnings that I must be careful about not 
getting stranded in that area because the roads get so 
impassible that one cannot move if it should rain (the 
vehicles wheels spin in one place on that soil!!) - what 
I was warned against - actually happened!! -  after do-
ing the classing on arrival there in the afternoon , it 
started raining as we were on our way to the house 
and that was it ! - it rained all night and the next day 
and we could not move !!. This certainly upset my pre-
arranged and very full itinerary and after that it was a 
question of playing “catch-up” all the time!!

Peter Deveson very kindly fetched me again at Cobar 
on 26.05.04 (certainly two very long trips for him) and 
we did his own inspection near Dubbo that afternoon 
- I felt so sorry for him as he still had to drive me all 
the way to Parkes that evening in an attempt to make 
up time - I stayed with the Ewings that night (they have 
a beautiful house in the town) and after classing their 
few sheep on their town plot the next morning, Mary 
Ewing took me to Liz Johnsons farm which is in the 
same district.

After the inspection of her “Wingara Stud” was com-
pleted (her really excellent facilities made it so much 
easier and quicker to work), she very kindly drove me 
to Cowra where I spent the night with the Thornetts - 
what an enjoyable evening with a charming couple 
and how interesting to talk to John about his Rugby ex-
periences as Australian captain. Early the next morn-
ing we completed Johns “Clarendon Stud” inspection 
and he drove me all the way to meet Ivan and Annette 
Wilks at a town (cannot recall the name) near their 
farm at Sutton Forrest - that was on Friday May 28th 
and after finishing their “Springvale Stud” inspection 
on their lovely farm with an absolutely magnificent 
“straw-built” house, they kindly took me part of the 
way to Sydney to where my son, Bert came to fetch 
me.

It really was great being able to spend the week-end 
with Bert and his family and after resting on Saturday, 
they showed me Sydney’s city center on the Sunday 
and this included a trip on the “Monarail train“ which 
runs about 3 stories high between all the buildings - if I 
had used my head and clicked prior to getting into the 
coach that it ran on only one rail I very much doubt 
if I would have consented to making the trip!! - but  it 
was very interesting. After that experience we walked 
down to the Sydney Harbour - me trying desperately 
to keep up with Bert, Regina & their daughter Tosca 
but unfortunately in vain - all three were very fit at that 
stage (in “marathon” training) so I was forced to admit 
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with Tony Teskera - he had come especially to fetch us 
all the way from their farm near Echuca - a distance 
of probably +/- 250 km. After spending the afternoon 
with the Teskera’s, Laurie and Sandy McGrath picked 
us up and took us to the Hotel in the town where we 
were to spend the next few days while giving a Junior 
and Senior Course and which we actually conducted 
on the Teskera’s property - we certainly owe Tony, Cec-
ily and Danny a very big “Thank you” for doing such a 
wonderful job of preparing and making all their facili-
ties available to us on their property “Roselynmead”, 
and also for providing all the sheep for us to work on 
for the entire Course - fortunately they had both Dor-
pers and White Dorpers available.

Everyone involved in the Course owe Laurie and Sandy 
McGrath a tremendous amount of gratitude and they 
are to be very sincerely congratulated on their abso-
lutely outstanding effort regarding  the entire organiza-
tion before, during and after the Course - they really 
put so much work into it and paid attention to every 
detail - magnifi cent and all we can say is a very simple 
but sincere “Thank you”!! -  it was a great success!!

After the completion of the Junior (15 attended & all 
passed) and Senior Exam (9 attended & 8 passed) on 
the Friday afternoon, we gave those who wished to 
stay a little while longer an idea of how the judges 
exam will be given - that is the obvious next step for 
those who qualify.

On the Saturday after the Course John and I did an 
Inspection for the Teskera’s and Tony and Cecily took 
us to Melbourne again on the Sunday from where 
we fl ew back to Sydney - from there we departed for 
home and unfortunately for us the plane was delayed 
on departure for 1.5 hours which turned a 14.5 hour 
trip into one of 16 hours - this caused some consterna-
tion in Johannesburg - I was lucky to only just make 
my connecting fl ight but it really took John some in-
tricate organizing to get on a fl ight to Port Elizabeth as 
he had missed his - in the end we were both on the 
same plane!!

The stories of the other Australian visits, we will save 
for next time!!

and what a pleasure it was working with very good 
quality sheep and classing in one of the best planned 
working yards I have ever seen. To make it even more 
of a pleasure to class there, Aaron and Graeme were 
always there to assist and if one of them had to do du-
ties elsewhere, there were always one or two of “All-
stocks” female team to take their place  - I really was 
spoilt!! .

On Tuesday afternoon Matt Harkin drove from Wun-
dowie (near York) to fetch me and, as they were busy 
building onto their house, he took me to his fathers 
home to spend the night there. That in itself was quite 
an experience as Ron lives in one of the biggest and 
most beautiful houses I’ve seen - apart from the many 
lovely bedrooms and bathrooms there is a squash 
court and next to it fully equipped gymnasium as part 
of the house - defi nitely something worthwhile seeing 
and also experiencing their fantastic hospitality.

Another point of interest to me was that the Harkins 
property is also a horse-breeding farm and boasts a 
training racetrack with electrically operated starting 
gates and in addition also has a Trotting training track 
- most impressive!

We completed Matt and Dee’s inspection of their 
“Woondowning Stud” - their White Dorpers were of 
a high standard and they also have excellent working 
facilities which makes the classing so much easier.

The next morning Matt fetched me bright and early at 
his fathers place and put me on the fl ight from Perth to 
Sydney where I arrived some 4 hours later - I spent the 
next couple of days with Bert and his family at their 
home in Mona Vale - they kindly had Mike Boyd to 
supper one evening - great meeting up with him again 
as it was at his place near Cobar where I was forced 
to spend the extra time due to the rain on my previous 
visit.

On the Sunday I took the morning fl ight from Sydney 
to Melbourne and there met up with an exhausted 
(also South African ) John Dell - he had just arrived 
from Mexico/America after a long, long fl ight. How-
ever no rest for the wicked, and we immediately left 
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To  all employees:
“There is a very dangerous virus

LAZINESS
It can cause you to be fi red and then you

Will die from Hunger!

The only antidote I, as manager,

Know about is WORK.

WORK! WORK! WORK!”

From your Boss

In reply an employee forwarded the following to

his colleagues.:

“There is another very dangerous virus

being passed electronically, orally and by hand

Called WORK.

If you receive Work from any colleagues,

Your boss or anyone else via any means

DO NOT TOUCH IT!

This virus will wipe out your private life 

completely.

If you should come into contact with “Work”,

Put on your jacket and take two good friends to the

nearest pub.  Purchase the antidote known  as “beer”

The quickest acting is called “Heineken”

But this is only available for those who can afford it –

The cheap equivalent is “Castle”.

Take the antidote repeatedly until “work” has been

completely eliminated from your system.

Forward this  warning to 5 friends.

If you do not have 5 friends you have already been

Totally infected and WORK is controlling your life!

This virus is Deadly!
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A giant, ship engine failed. The ship’s owners tried one expert
After another, but none of them could figure out how to fix the 
engine.
‘n Reuse groot skip se enjins wou nie werk nie. Die eienaars het 
al wat ‘n kenner is probeer maar niemand kon uitvind wat fout 
is nie.

Then they brought in an old man who have been fixing engines 
since he was young. He carried a large bag of tools when he ar-
rived and he immediately went to work.
He inspected the engine very carefully – top to bottom.
Toe verneem hulle van ‘n ou man wat van kindsbeen reeds aan 
enjins gewerk het. Hy dra a groot sak met gereedskap toe hy ar-
riveer en begin dadelik die enjin inspekteer.

Hy loop om die enjin en bekyk alles van bo tot onder.

Two of the ship’s owners were there watching the old man and 
hoping he would know what to do.
After looking things over, the old man reached into his bag and 
pulled out a small hammer.
Twee van die bekommerde eienaars staan by en vertrou dat hy 
die fout sal vind. Nadat hy alles deeglik bekyk het, haal die ou 
man ‘n klein hammertjie uit die sak gereedskap.

He gently tapped something and instantly the engine lurched into 
life. He carefully put his hammer away. The engine was fixed!
Hy tik-tik so liggies op iets en oombliklik begin die enjin kragtig 
dreun.

Hy bêre sy hammertjie. Die enjin is reg!

A week later the owners received a bill from the old man for ten 
thousand dollars.
“What?!!” the owners exclaimed. “He hardly did a thing!”
So they wrote and asked for a itimized bill.
‘n Week later kry die eienaars ‘n rekening van die ou man vir 
R10 000.

“Wat?!!!” sê hulle “hy het dan feitlik niks gedoen nie!”

Hulle skryf ‘n brief en vra ‘n gespesifiseerde rekening.

The man sent the bill which read:
Die ou man se rekening lui:

Tapping with hammer   $2.00
Klop met die hammer   R2.00

Knowing where to tap   $9 998.00
Om te weet waar om te klop  R9 998.00

EFFORT IS IMPORTANT, BUT KNOWING WHERE TO MAKE 
AN EFFORT MAKES ALL THE DIFFERENCE.
BE IT AT WORK, AT HOME OR IN RELATIONSHIPS.
Jou pogings is belangrik, maar om te weet waar om jou pogings 
te gebruik maak die groot verskil - hetsy dit nou by die werk, by die 
huis of in verhoudings is.
Contributed by Hugh Milne 

THe PRice OF KNOWLeDGe
Die prys van kennis
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Tans sien mens meer en meer op ramveilings dat daar indekse en 
teeltwaardes vir dieselfde eienskap beskikbaar is.

Dit gebeur dan dikwels dat die vraag ontstaan watter van die twee waardes 
gebruik moet word.

‘n Indeks vir ‘n eienskap soos byvoorbeeld Liggaamsgewig is ‘n aanduiding 
van hoe die ram presteer het teenoor die ramme van dieselfde ouderdom, 
by dieselfde teler, en wat ook dieselfde behandeling ontvang het.   Dit is 
dus ook ‘n funksie van wat jy kan sien, naamlik die grootste ram het ook 
in die meeste gevalle die hoogste indeks.

’n Ram word gekoop om meerderwaardige nageslag te lewer.

Hoe groot die ram is, is nie belangrik nie.

Wat wel saak maak is die prestasie van sy nageslag.

Ons gebruik die indeks om te probeer voorspel hoe sy nageslag sal 
presteer.

Daar word aanvaar dat ‘n ram met ‘n bogemiddelde indeks se nageslag 
ook bogemiddeld vir die spesifieke eienskap sal wees.

BLUP teeltwaardes is egter ‘n meer akkurate voorspeller van die prestasie 
van die dier se nageslag vir ‘n spesifieke eienskap.  Behalwe die 
prestasievan  die ram self, word die prestasie van al sy verwante, soos sy 
ouers, asook sy halfbroers en-susters, ook gebruik om die “voorspelling” 
meer akkuraat te maak.

Alhoewel BLUP teeltwaardes nie altyd die prestasie 100% korrek voorspel 
nie, is dit baie meer akkuraat as om net ‘n indeks te gebruik, aangesien 
BLUP teeltwaardes meer inligting gebruik om te voorspel.

Die reël is dus dat indien teeltwaardes 
vir ‘n eienskap beskikbaar is, die 
indekswaarde vir die spesifieke 
eienskap geïgnoreer kan word.

Dit is populêr om in sommige gevalle 
te praat van ‘n BLUP ram.

Daar bestaan egter nie so iets nie, 
omrede teeltwaardes net vir sekere 
ekonomies-belangrike eienskappe 
bekend is.

Daar is ander eienskappe wat ook 
belangrik is, maar weens ‘n tekort 
aan inligting is teeltwaardes nie 
beskikbaar nie. Dit is ook baie 
moeilik om uitstaande te wees in 
alle eienskappe. As daar dus van 
BLUP gepraat word, verwys dit na 
‘n waarde vir ‘n spesifieke eienskap 
en moet nie verwar word met ‘n 
teeldoelwit nie.

SLUIT VANDAG AAN BY DORPER 21 
EN WORD DEEL VAN DIE PRESTASIE
GERIGTE TOEKOMS VIR DORPERS 
– Skakel die Dorperkantoor

Dr J J Olivier  LNR/LBA

Veilingskatalogusse:
indekse en teeltwaardes
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STAANPLEK TELER STOET
1 GR DELL & SON 59
2 BIESIESPOORT BDY 2021
3 JT VILJOEN 859
4 B VD WESTHUIZEN 2160
5 BS GROBBELAAR 557
6 GT ALLERS 1171

7 W BARNARD 1779
8 ALBIAN BDY 583
9 JL KRITZINGER 2266
10 GR DELL & SON 59
11 HJ HUMAN 338
12 IZAK NEL 860

STAANPLEK TELER STOET
1 JJ ESTERHUIZEN 1866
2 PHILIP STRAUSS 1619
3 JANNIE VISAGIE 1460
4 VISAGIE BROERS 1584
5 ML PHILLIPS 770
6 JH MARITZ 1113
7 DJL STEENKAMP 1911
8 WILLOW TREE STUD 2342
9 WEST FRONT 888
10 LEON VAN NIEKERK 2120
11 GR DELL 59
12 IVOR PHILLIPS 1700
13 DANIE VISSER 455
14 GT ALLERS 1171
15 ALBIE HORN 1968
16 JG COETZEE 1490
17 CH SPANGENBERG 1907
18 CONSTANTIA 1946
19 GJ LÖTTER 828
20 DAHENCA 5 2260
21 B. GROBBELAAR 557
22 HENNIE HUMAN 338
23 HR RABIE 1314
24 LEROY PHILLIPS 1700
25 PJA DE LANGE 1649
26 MICKEY PHILLIPS 770
27 MICKEY PHILLIPS 770
28 JT VILJOEN 859
29 GR DELL 59
30 ISAK NEL 860
31 IVOR & LEROY PHILLIPS 1700

32 DAHENCA 5 2133
33 GR DELL & SONS 59
34 VOLMOED DORPERS 2114
35 ISAK NEL WITDORPERS 2265
36 GR DELL  59
37 HC LINTVELT 2124
38 C & N SCHREUDER 1060
39 VR BROWN 2216

OOIE
1 GJ LÖTTER 828
2 PHILIP STRAUSS 1619
3 ML PHILLIPS 770
4 JJ ESTERHUIZEN 1866
5 CJ STRAUSS 2105
6 B GROBBELAAR 557
7 WILLOW TREE STUD 2342
8 AS DE KOCK 943
9 JT VILJOEN 859
10 M PHILLIPS 770
11 HR RABIE 1314
12 JG COETZEE 1490
13 HJJ VAN ZIJL 1031
14 KLIPKOPPIES 163
15 B GROBBELAAR 557
16 DAHENCA 2133
17 DAHENCA 2260
18 GR DELL 59
19 RC KLEINHANS 2192
20 GR DELL 59
21 WEST FRONT 888
22 DOTCOM TRADING 158 2413

NASIONALE
veilings staanplekke

BEAUFORT-WES 2010

UPINGTON 2010
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STAANPLEK TELER STOET
1 JANNIE VISAGIE 1460
2 B VD WESTHUIZEN 2160
3 GR DELL 59
4 GT ALLERS 1171
5 LEROY PHILLIPS 1700
6 B VD WESTHUIZEN 2160
7 BS GROBBELAAR 557
8 PJ CILLIERS 1336
9 HR RABIE 1314
10 BIESIESPOORT 2021
11 GR DELL 59
12 SWAARBOU DORPERS 180

13 IF NEL 860
14 IF NEL 2265
15 IVOR PHILLIPS 1700
16 JOHAN VAN ZYL 2281
17 GR DELL 59
18 BENIDA TRUST 126
19 GJ LöTTER 828
20 IVOR & LEROY PHILLIPS 1700

OOIE
1 SWAARBOU 180
2 JOHAN VAN ZYL 2281

BLOEMFONTEIN 2010
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Dit was ‘n voorreg om weer na baie jare in Bloemfontein skou te hou.

Die skougenootskap het uit hulle pad gegaan om die Dorper-familie te ak-
komodeer en tuis te laat voel en almal het die skou baie geniet.

Vrystaat Dorperklub was ‘n puik gasheer en ons is groot dank aan almal 
verskuldig wat so pragtig saamgewerk het. Leon Van Niekerk het die leiding 
geneem en die opoffering en insette wat hy gelewer het tot die sukses van 
die skou is onmeetbaar.   

Die diere was die beste van die beste en die kompetisie was ongelooflik 
straf. Die ses beoordelaars: Wicus Cronje, Tien Jordaan, Weber Scheun (Wit 
Dorpers) en Koenie Kotze, Philip Strauss, Tony Cahi (Dorpers) het omtrent 
kopgekrap om hulle taak uit te voer.

Our Main sponsor was BKB  - I cannot remember that any sponsor has 
ever gone to the lengths which BKB and staff went to, to assist and accom-
modate us.   

We can only, once again, offer a BIG THANK YOU to each and every 
member of BKB for their sponsorship, attendance and general assistance 
at the show.

It was good to have a few overseas visitors again and we were able to have 
a World Federation meeting where we could once again strengthen bonds 
with our sister Dorper societies. Thank you for making the effort to attend.

To all our sponsors - A VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU.

BKB, STANDARD BANK, GWK, KLK, VIRBAC, UNISTEL DIEREDIENSTE, 
BLOEMSKOU Sanlam, Weskaap Dorperklub, Evolac, Absa Bank, Ramsem, 
OVK (Middelburg) Bayer Animal Health, Intervet (Vrystaat), RPO (Vrys-
taat), Overvaal Dorperklub, Vrystaat Dorperklub,  TALTEC - skale

Dankie aan die dames wat die punte beheer het - Margaret Jordaan - Hi-Lo 
Bokkie Kriel - rekenaar rekords, Elsabe Strauss - kontrole boek. Julle drie 
het my werk maklik gemaak by hierdie skou.

Ons het ‘n jong en flukse span ringbeamptes gehad wat die skou vlot en 
vinnig laat verloop het. Wilhelm van Niekerk, Phil Rawlins, JJ Seymore, 
Stefanus Malan, Pilla Buys. Dankie vir julle puik werk!

Daar was ‘n nuwe gesig by die mikrofoon en ALLEN SINCLAIR het hom 
baie goed van sy taak gekwyt deur sy professionele hantering van al die 
bedrywighede - Thanks, Allen.

Die wenners was.......................  The winners were ..............
WITDORPERS DORPERS
1.   KASTEEL WITDORPERS JANNIE VISAGIE
2.   PEET CILLIERS WEST FRONT ( Rikus vd Merwe)
3.   DAHENCA ( D Kriel) MICKEY PHILLIPS & JOHN DELL
4.   Massa witdorpers ( Hardus Korb) DIRK STEENKAMP
5.   P J D STOFBERG DAHENCA ( H Kriel)

TELER VAN KAMPIOENE/BREEDER of CHAMPIONS

KASTEEL WITDORPERS JANNIE VISAGIE

WÊRELD DORPER & WITDORPER
KAMPIOENSKAPSKOU
2010  Bloemfontein
World Dorper & White Dorper Championship Show

Almal kan nie wen nie, maar aan al-
mal ‘n groot dankie vir die moeite 
om deel te neem -

Elke vertoner is belangrik want 
sonder kompetisie kan daar mos ook 
nie regtig wenners wees nie!   Julle 
diere was mooi een ons is trots op 
almal wat deelgeneem het.

(DIE volledige uitslae en fotos sal  
binnekort op die webblad wees  en 
ook in die 2011 Dorpernuus ver-
skyn.

The complete results and photos 
will be on the webpage soon and 
also published in the 2011 Dorper 
News.)    www.dorpersa.co.za

Groete uit die kantoor/Regards from 
the office

Charlotte Milne



D
orpernuus 2010 D

orper N
ew

s

73

We view this year with dampened enthusiasm and dented optimism.   

Our happiness is diluted and our peace is threatened by the financial

Illness that has infected our families, organizations and nations.

Everyone is desperate to find a remedy that will cure their financial illness and help 
them recover their financial health. They expect the financial experts to provide them 
with remedies, forgetting the fact that it is thee experts who crated this financial 
mess.

Every new year, I adopt a couple of old maxims as my beacons to guide my future.

This self-prrescribed therapy has ensured that with each passing year, I grow wiser 
and not older.

This year, I invite you to tap into the financial wisdom of our elders along with me, 
and become financially wiser.

HARD WORK: All hard work bring a profit, but mere talk leads to poverty.

LAZINESS: A sleeping lobster is carried away by the water current.

EARNINGS: Never depend on a single source of income.
 (At least make your investments get you a second earning)

SPENDING: If you buy things you don’t need, you’ll soon sell things you need.

SAVINGS: Don’t save what is left after spending – spend what is left after   
 saving.

BORROWINGS: The borrower becomes the lender’s slave.

ACCOUNTING: It’s no use carrying an umbrella, if your shoes are leaking;

AUDITING: Beware of little expenses – a small leak can sink a large ship.

RISK-TAKING: Never test the depth of the river with both feet.
 (Have an alternative plan ready)

INVESTMENT: Don’t put all your eggs in one basket.

I’m certain that thouse who have already been practicing these principles remain 
financially healthy.

I’m equally confident that those who resolve to start practicing these principles will 
quickly regain their financial health.  

Let us become wiser and lead a happy, healthy, prosperous and peaceful life.
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der Walt Veekos se tegniese adviseurs is.

Veekos se verbintenis tot deurlopende 
kwaliteitsverbetering, tegnologiese innovasie en 
goeie diens verseker dat ons produkte leiers bly in 
hul onderskeie kategorieë. Oor die afgelope 3 jaar 
het Veekos deurlopend daarop gefokus om sy stelsels 
en prosesse te hersien en daarop te verbeter, nie net 
ten einde ‘n groter mate van operasionele effektiwiteit 
te verkry nie, maar ook om te voldoen aan die 
vereistes van goeie vervaardiging binne die betrokke 
bedryf. Dit het ‘n proses behels wat spesifi ek gefokus 
het op die kwaliteitskontrole van grondstowwe en 
vervaardigde produk, implementering van die Wet 
op Beroepsveiligheid, asook voldoening aan die 
Arbeidswet en die Veevoerwet 36 van 1942. 

Met voerpryse wat die hoogte inskiet kan geen 
produsent dit bekostig om voer te koop wat nie 
aan die minimum vereistes voldoen nie. Veekos het 
‘n moderne laboratorium wat ideaal ingerig is vir 
akkurate ontledings. Deur gebruik te maak van die 
nuutste tegnologie kan die kwaliteit van grondstowwe 
en voere akkuraat bepaal word. Veekos se NIR masjien 
word jaarliks met die nuutste kalibrasies opgradeer om 
akkurate lesings te waarborg. Dit stel ons in staat om 
grondstofkwaliteit te bepaal voordat ‘n vrag afgelaai 
word. Die kwaliteit van voer word ook bepaal vir elke 
mengsel wat gemeng word voordat dit die fabriek 
verlaat. Lusern kwaliteit en gradering word ook deur 
die NIR bepaal en die nuutste kalibrasies van die 
Nasionale Lusern Organisasie word gebruik. Vragte 
kan akkuraat ontleed en gradeer word en die lusern 
produsent weet wat sy gradering is voordat sy vrag 
afgelaai word. Om dubbel seker te maak dat Veekos 
se produkte op standaard is word voermonsters ook 
maandeliks na ‘n onafhanklike laboratorium gestuur 
vir ontledings. Veekos maak ook verder gebruik 
van die nuutste voer formuleringsprogramme wat 
die voedingskundige in staat stel om die optimale  
rantsoen saam te stel wat binne die vereiste spesifi kasie 
val. Die kliënt kan dus voer by Veekos koop met die 
gemoedsrus  dat sy produk aan alle kwaliteitsvereistes 
voldoen en variasies in formulasie tot die minimum 
beperk word. 

Weens Veekos se betrokkenheid in Namibië 
ondersteun ons ook die voorskrifte en beginsels van die 
Namibiese Vleisraad se FANMEAT skema, wat hom vir  
naspeurbaarheid in die voedselketting beywer, asook 
die monitering van produksiemetodes en praktyke 
wat aan die EU  voorskrifte vir voedselveiligheid en 

Veekos se strategiese visie is om die leiers te wees 
in die verskaffi ng van tegnologies gevorderde 
lusern gebasseerde veevoerprodukte asook waarde 
toegevoegde diens, by wyse van opgeleide en kundige 
personeel wat spesialiseer in dierevoeding.

Die Veekos fabriek, wat uitstekend  geleë is om die 
markte aan die suide van Namibië , Noord Kaap  en 
Karoo – streke te bedien, maak gebruik van die dienste 
van spesialiste in verskillende vakgebiede om op ‘n 
deurlopende basis hoë gehalte produkte en diens te 
lewer. Dit is Veekos se doel om die unieke behoeftes 
van die skaapmark in die gemelde streke te verstaan en 
daarop te fokus, en om deurentyd spesialis produkte te 
ontwikkel wat hierdie behoeftes sal bevredig. 

Veekos het sy ontstaan op 11 Oktober 1958 te 
danke aan die dringende behoefte om  die boer, 
wat die belangrikste bestanddele produseer waaruit 
gebalanseerde veevoere saamgestel word en ook die 
grootste verbruiker daarvan is,  meer seggenskap in 
die veevoerbedryf te gee. Dit was die grondliggende 
fi losofi e in die denke van mnr. C.J. de Kock, destydse 
hoofbestuurder van Sentraal-Wes, en dr. J.K. le Roux, 
gewese hoofbestuurder van die ou Farmers’ Co-
operative Union, toe hulle besluit het om ‘n sentrale 
veevoer vervaardigingskoöperasie in die lewe te roep.

Veekos is sedert 2000 ‘n vol fi liaal van Voermeester 
in Windhoek en is ook deel van die groter NMI 
Groep van maatskappye. Die NMI Groep is ‘n houer 
maatskappy wat ‘n portfolio van beleggings bestuur wat 
11 operasionele maatskappye insluit in die volgende 
sektore : koring- en mielie meulens, dierevoer, pasta, 
koekies, suiker en pluimvee. Die groep is in 1981 
deur mnr Pieter van Niekerk gestig wat vandag ‘n 
belangrike voorsiener van stapelvoedsel en dierevoer 
in die Suidelike Afrika streek is. Die groep verskaf werk 
aan 2500 mense in lande soos Suid-Afrika, Namibië, 
Botswana, Swaziland en Mosambiek. 

Voermeester / Veekos se Besturende Direkteur is mnr 
André Snyman wie se kantoor in Windhoek, Namibië 
gesetel is, terwyl Veekos se Algemene Bestuurder, 
Beyers Mallo, ook die voedingsformulering plaaslik 
op Upington hanteer. Veekos maak ook van die 
dienste gebruik van ‘n onafhanklike voedingskundige 
, Mnr Johan van der Walt. Veekos roem daarop dat 
sy voedingkundiges goed onderleg is en gesamentlik 
meer as 50 jaar ondervinding van veevoeding het, 
asook oor goeie kundigheid beskik ten opsigte van 
stoetteling by skape en beeste. Die fabrieksbestuurder 
is Andries Theart, terwyl Charlie Hodgson en Frik van 

VEEKOS
na 50 jaar nog steeds in diens van 

die skaapboer Johan van der Walt
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Republiek asook Namibië, by wyse van sy verbintenis 
met Voermeester.

Veekos beskik oor ‘n wye produkreeks, bestaande 
uit gebalanseerde voeding vir afronding, 
onderhoudsvoeding, kruipvoer, prikkelvoeding, 
droogtevoeding, byvoeding, asook lekke.

Na meer as 50 jaar in die veevoerbedryf is Veekos 
trots om met die Dorper ras geassosieer te word. Die 
ondervinding en kennis wat oor die jare opgedoen 
is deur navorsing en proewe rakende die spesifieke 
vereistes van die Dorper skaap maak dit vir Veekos 
moontlik om die beste produk en diens aan die 
Dorperteler te lewer.  

- gesondheid voldoen. Veekos ding sonder industrie 
beskerming mee met vele veevoer -vervaardigers in die 
SADC  streek, en poog om by wyse van navorsing wat 
gefokus is op plaaslike marktoestande, innoverende 
produkte, asook die aanwending van beskikbare 
tegnologie aan die voorpunt te bly. 

As ‘n plaaslike vervaardiger is Veekos daartoe verbind 
om verdere beleggings te doen ten einde voortdurend 
te voldoen aan internasionaal erkende standaarde. 
Veekos het gedurende 2009 die gesogde AFRI 
Compliance sertifisering bekom, wat die produsent 
gemoedsrus gee dat aan alle wetlike standaarde 
voldoen word.

Met die verloop van ‘n halwe eeu, het daar baie 
voerfabrieke hul deure gesluit, maar Veekos het 
uitgebrei en bly tot diens van die boere in die 
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